
AUMC & BUMC 

 Just wanted to put out a reminder to everyone about some simple 

ways you can help your church.  The first and most important way is to invite 

others to join you.  This is not about numbers and growing the church.  It is our 

calling from Jesus to, “…go and make disciples.”  Think about the friends and 

family members you might know who don’t know Jesus Christ – I mean really 

know Him as their Lord and Savior.  Do you want them to miss out on salvation 

and everlasting joy in heaven?  If you don’t ask them, who will? 

 Beyond that, there are some simple ways you can help your church.  

Did you know that if you shop at Kroger, you can use your Kroger Card to make 

sure the church receives money based on your purchases?  It’s not much at a 

time but can build up to help with our many mission projects.   

 If you are an Amazon shopper – and it seems to be more and more 

people – don’t just log into Amazon.com.  Go to smile.amazon.com and select 

the Anna United Methodist Church.  That way, our youth group will receive 

contributions every time you shop there.  This money helps them in their 

mission field. 

 Lastly, we all know that if we happen to be gone or sick or have 

something come up that prevents us from being in our church on Sunday 

morning – that doesn’t stop church from happening.  It doesn’t stop the bills 

we have to pay.  It doesn’t stop the work we do for Jesus Christ in our 

communities and beyond.  We have an online giving system that some use 

regularly and some use when they are on vacation.  It is such an easy way to 

continue to be involved in the mission work of the church even when you have 

to be gone.  Both churches have a place on their website that says “online 

giving.”  If you click on it, it will lead you to the service that allows you to 

contribute to your church.  You can mark a certain amount and set it to 

automatically give that same amount each week as we have some do, or you 

can do a onetime donation of whatever amount you choose.  You can mark it 

“general fund” where it can be use however the church needs to use it; 

“benevolent” which marks it for mission work only; or “building fund” to help 

pay on our debt for the renovation at Anna and the elevator at Botkins. 

 If you ever have any questions about any of these things or how they 

work, please don’t hesitate to ask.  We will be glad to help you understand or 

get these things set up for your use.  
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“By His Wounds We Are Healed” 

Lenten Bible Study 

 Come and experience the season of Lent with us in Botkins and Anna at our United Methodist 

Churches.  We will be reminded that the innocent Son of God had no sins of his own for which he deserved to 

die, yet his enemies falsely accused him of violating every commandment of God.  In each service in this series 

we will see that it was our sin, our disobedience, which Jesus bore in his body on the cross.  The Lord laid on 

him “the iniquity of us all.”  Jesus suffered the penalty of death in our place, and by “his wounds we are healed.” 

 We will begin with our traditional Ash Wednesday Service, which will be held at the Botkins Church at 

7:00 P.M.  In that service we will explore the wounds of blasphemy (read John 10:33).  We will have the 

traditional imposition of ashes to remind us we are “from dust, and to dust we shall return.” 

 Each Sunday service will look at other wounds – other violations of the commandments of God that we 

have committed that Jesus bore on the cross for us.  The first Sunday of Lent the message will be on the 

“Wounds of Violating the Sabbath.”  Week two will find us exploring the “Wounds of Dishonoring Authority.”  

The third Sunday of Lent will provide us with a look at the “Wounds of Murder.”  The message for week four 

will be on the “Wounds of Adultery.”  The message for the fifth Sunday of Lent will be on the “Wounds of 

Stealing.” 

 The message for Palm Sunday will be on the “Wounds of Coveting Power.” We will have a special 

service on Palm Sunday at the Anna Church where our combined choirs will present an Easter cantata entitled 

“Jesus Paid It All.”  Holy Week will continue with a service on Maundy Thursday where the message will be on 

the “Wounds of False Testimony.”  We will share in Holy Communion during that service which will be held at 

the Botkins Church at 7:00 P.M. 

 Easter will find both churches starting their day with a Sunrise Service.  The Botkins Church will host 

the joint service with our brothers and sisters from St. Paul Lutheran Church.  That service will begin at 7:00 

A.M. and be followed by a breakfast in the Fellowship Hall.  The Anna service will begin at 8:30 A.M. and also be 

followed by a breakfast in the Fellowship Hall. 

 The Easter service will be at the normal times for both churches.  The message of the day will be “By 

His Wounds We Are Healed.”  Plan to be there for all of our Lenten/Easter services and bring friends for these 

special messages. 
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 During the season of Lent I will be hosting a Bible Study on “The Grace of Les Miserables.”  Each week 

we will focus on a different character of that story and how God’s grace intersects with their life.  The study will 

be held on Tuesday nights beginning at 7:00 P.M. and lasting about an hour.  The first study will be March 3rd. 

 For those familiar with the story, you will recognize the characters.  The sessions will be as follows:  

March 3rd – “Grace Well Received: The Story of Jean Valjean;” March 10th – “When Grace and Justice Collide: The 

Story of Javert;” March 17th – “The Poor Are Always with You: The Story of Fantine;” March 24th – “The Gift of 

Love: The Story of Marius and Cosette;” March 31st – “Building the Barricade: The Story of Les Amis;” and April 

7th – “The Blessed Garden: A Hopeful Vision.”   

 Books will be provided and several have already signed up.  We can always order more books, so if you 

would like to be a part of this study of grace, let Pastor Randy know as soon as possible. 



 Obedience to God’s commands comes from your heart.  When you begin struggling to obey 

God, that is a clear indication that your heart has shifted away from Him.  Some claim: “I love God, but 

I’m having difficulty obeying Him in certain areas of my life.”  That is a spiritual impossibility.  If I were 

to ask you, “Do you love God?” you might easily respond, “Yes!”  However, If I were to ask you, “Are 

you obeying God?” would you answer yes as quickly?  Yet I would be asking you the same question!  

Genuine love for God leads to wholehearted obedience.  If you told your spouse that you loved her at 

certain times but that you struggled to love her at others, your relationship would be in jeopardy.  Yet 

we assume that God is satisfied with occasional love or partial obedience.  He is not. 

 Obedience without love is legalism.  Obedience for its own sake can be nothing more that 

perfectionism, which leads to pride.  Many conscientious Christians seek to cultivate discipline in their 

lives to be more obedient to Christ.  As helpful as spiritual disciplines can be, they never can replace 

your love for God.  Love is discipline.  God looks beyond your Godly habits, beyond your moral 

lifestyle, and beyond your church involvement and focuses His penetrating gaze upon your heart. 

 Has your worship become empty and routine?  Have you lost your motivation to read God’s 

Word?  Are you experiencing spiritual lethargy?  Is your prayer life reduced to a ritual?  These are 

symptoms of a heart that has shifted away from God.  Return to your first love.  Love is the greatest 

motivation for a relationship with God and for serving Him. 

A Devotional Thought... 
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 Now that we have finished our series called “Unafraid,” please remember to make it a part of 

who you are and how you live your life.  As Christians – followers of the risen Christ – what have we to 

fear?  This world will try and steal your joy.  It will do things to beat you down and wear you out so 

that you feel like giving up.  Remember that these feelings come from Satan, the ruler of this world in 

many ways, and also remember the words of Jesus in John’s Gospel:   “The thief comes only to steal 

and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.” (John 10:10) 

 It is impossible to live life to the full if fear runs your life.  There is nothing in this world that we 

– you, God, and your church family – can’t overcome together.  Turn often to that acronym I shared:  

 Face your fears with faith. 

 Examine your assumptions in light of the facts. 

 Attack your anxieties with action. 

 Release your cares to God. 

Living Unafraid 



 How goes your servant life?  We’re past the time where we have put 

together our church teams for the year (although, anyone can seek to join one of 

those teams at any time as you feel God calling you).  I’ve asked the teams to meet 

prior to our first council meeting of the year to establish some goals for their 

particular part of our ministries.  But service to God’s church is so much more 

than just being a part of a church team, though these are very necessary parts of 

our ministry. 

 I write this article with two purposes both that require you to look around 

your church, becoming aware of what others are doing to serve.  Think about 

what it would mean in the life of our ministries if every single person chose to do 

just one thing more in service to God’s church in Botkins and Anna.  First; look at 

how many are serving and take the time to say, “Thank you.”  Second; ask yourself 

(and spend time in prayer about this) how could God use me? 

 Let me share just a few thoughts on this matter.  First, have you noticed 

how nice our churches look on a regular basis.  Yes, we have paid custodians who 

do a wonderful job, but we have trustee teams who do so many things behind the 

scenes that most people are unaware of.  They don’t get paid for this, but they 

treat the church like their own house.  And I could devote an entire article to how 

our Outreach Teams are active in ministry. 

 Some people just see a need and step up to meet it.  I was so touched and 

overwhelmed at Anna when someone stepped up and said they would organize a 

schedule for anyone who was willing to take a turn running the PowerPoint.  That 

way one or two people didn’t have to do it all the time.  I saw a copy of the 

schedule this week.  It was a blessing to see how many people had offered their 

time. 

 Another thought concerns the children of our churches.  Some people think 

that because they don’t have young children, the task of caring for and teaching 

our children should fall on other shoulders.  Do you realize that many of the folks 

that take turns with our children’s church don’t have young children and haven’t 

had for some time?  They simply care about the children of our churches and are 

willing to take a turn.   

 Where do you see a need?  Where can you step in and take a turn?  Perhaps 

God is even leading you to start a new ministry.  Your church needs you! 

Serving Your Church 
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Supporting 

our local Food 
Pantry 

“Fish Pond” 
 

Food Drive 
 

BUMC 
Outreach 

Committee 
will be having 

a Food   
Drive 

The month of  
 

April 
 

You may 
donate   any of 

these items: 

Bath soap 

Shampoo 

Toothpaste 

Deodorant 

Toilet paper 

Paper towels 

Canned foods 

Juices 

Cleaners 

Etc. 

Bring all items 
to BUMC  and 
remember to 

check the 
expiration 

dates!! 



 March 1st  Brandon Lightle 

 March 8th Beth Thobe 

 March 15th Kendyll Boyd 

 March 22nd Rachel Lightle 

 March 29th Cheryl Lightle 

 April 5th Matt Vasko 

 April 12th Brandon Lightle 

 April 19th Beth Thobe 

 April 26th Kendyll Boyd 

AUMC Children’s Message Schedule 

AUMC Nursery Schedule 
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 March 1st  Zandria Platfoot 

 March 8th Diane New 

 March 15th Shirley Umstead 

 March 22nd Erica Rowan 

 March 29th Rachel Lightle 

 April 5th Zandria Platfoot 

 April 12th Diane New 

 April 19th Shirley Umstead 

 April 26th Rachel Lightle 

AUMC Children’s Church 

 March 1st  COMMUNION  

 March 8th Janice Locker & Autumn Lampert 

 March 15th Cathy Fridley & Kendyll Boyd 

 March 22nd Rachel Lightle & Riley Thobe 

 March 29th Angie Swob & Zandria Platfoot 

 April 5th COMMUNION 

 April 12th Janice Locker & Autumn Lampert 

 April 19th Catherine Vasko & Lydia Vasko 

 April 26th Cathy Fridley & Kendyll Boyd 



       Communion Servers: 

March 1  Bob & Rhonda Anderson   Bob & Rhonda Anderson, 

March 8  Matthew & Catherine Vasko  Virginia Webb, Patsy Fogt 

March 15 Josh Boyd,  Zach Griffith 

March 22 Kendyll Boyd,  Zandria Platfoot 

March 29 Bruce Ailes, Donna Locker 

April 5       Communion Servers; 

April 12 

April 19 

April 26 

March Item Is:  Flour   

 

April Item Is: Any Item 

 

Or you can choose to donate whatever you want. 

Make sure to check all canned items expiration date. 

AUMC Greeters Schedule 

BUMC Fish Pond Donations 

BUMC Greeters Schedule 
March 1   Shelly Paul   Communion Server 

March 8   Erica Payne       

March 15  Ryan Sanders 

March 22  Tammy Arel 

March 29  Barbara Dunnigan 

April 5   Rita Schnippel   Communion Server 

April 12   Sherrill Skinner 

April 19   Lisa Bodenmiller 

April 26   Carol Vaughan 
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March 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Matt 
Romanowski 
 

Rodney New 

2 3  
Jerry & Carol 
Vaughan* 

4 5  
Eric Bodenmiller 

6 
Trinity 
Romanowski 

7 

8 9 
Kay Rickey 

10 11 12 13 14 
Lois Nagel 

15 16 17 18 
Rita Schnippel 

19 
Joe & Evonne 
Schnippel* 

20 
Bill Rickey 

21 
Gabe & Nikki 
Griffith* 

22 23 24 25 
Chuck & Cathy 
Fridley* 

26 
Evan Bodenmiller 
Bill Foster 

27 28 
Carl Cartwright 

29 30 
Kelsey Rowan 

31 
Jon Boyd 
Marvin Weber 

                             

                                                                                * Anniversary 

April 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

                                                                           

                              * Anniversary 

1 2 3 4 

5 
Logan 
Romanowski 

6 
Mike & Vickie 
Neuman* 

7 8 
Kathleen Freeman 

9 

Douglas Suvanto 

10 
Liam Bodenmiller 

11 

12 13 
Bob Anderson 

14 
Catherine Vasko 

15 16 
Jacob Payne 

17 
Lisa Gratz 

18 
Sherrill Skinner 

19 
Cathy Fridley 

20 21 
Matt & Brooke 
Frilling* 
Aly Suvanto 
Ellen Bunker 

22 
Jerry Vaughan 

23 24 
Lori Boyd 
Joe Welker 

25 

26 
Rich & Christy 
Millhouse 

27 28 
Steve & Sharon 
Latimer 

29 
Sheri Latimer 

30 
Morgan Fogt 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 1st Sunday 
of Lent 

COMMUNION 

BUMC 
Community 
Breakfast 

9 am—1 pm 
The Palazzo 

2 3 

Lenten Bible 
Study Begins 

7:00 pm 
Pastor’s house 

4  Sparkplugs          
3-5pm 

 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

 

Pastor  
Office Hours 

BUMC 8–11 am 
AUMC 12-3 pm 

 

Choir 7:00 pm 
@ Anna 

5 6 7 

8 2nd 
Sunday of 
Lent 

Daylight 
Savings Time 

Begins 
Spring forward 

1 hour 

9 

Botkins Church 
Council 
Meeting  

7:00 P.M. 

10 

Lenten Bible 
Study  

7:00 pm 
Pastor’s house 

11    Sparkplugs          
3-5pm 

 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

 

Pastor  
Office Hours 

BUMC 8–11 pm 
AUMC 12-3 pm 

 

Choir 7:00 pm 
@ Botkins 

12 

Botkins UMW 
Meeting 
Church 

Basement 
7:00 pm 

13 14 

Flying Angels 
5k in Anna  
8:30 a.m. 

15  3rd Sunday 
of Lent 

AUMC 
Outreach Team 

Meeting  
6:00 p.m. 

library 

16 

Anna  
Church Council 

Meeting  
7:00 P.M. 

 

 

17 
Lenten Bible 

Study  
7:00 pm 

Pastor’s house 
 

AUMC Serves 
Alpha Center 

Meal 

18   Sparkplugs          
3-5pm 

 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

 

Pastor  
Office Hours 

BUMC 8–11 am 
AUMC 12-3 pm 

 

Choir 7:00 pm 
@ Anna 

19 20 21 

22  4th Sunday 
of Lent 

23 24 

Lenten Bible 
Study  

7:00 pm 
Pastor’s house 

25    Sparkplugs          
3-5pm 

 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

 

Pastor  
Office Hours 

BUMC 8–11 am 
AUMC 12-3 pm 

 

Choir 7:00 pm 
@ Botkins 

26 27 28 

29  5th Sunday 
of Lent 

30 31 

Lenten Bible 
Study  

7:00 pm 
Pastor’s house 

AUMC Outreach Team 

Members: 

Chad & Beth Thobe, Dan Lightle, Sarah Holobaugh, Jana Pulfer, 
Shirley Umstead, Angie Swob, Gabe Griffith, Zack Griffith, and 

Mike & Ellen Bunker 

March 15th, 6:00 p.m., Church Library 

March 2020 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 Sparkplugs          
3-5pm 

 
Anna Youth 

Group 5– 7pm 
Pastor  

Office Hours 
BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12-3 pm 

 
Choir 7:00 pm 

@ Anna 

2 3 4 

5 Palm/
Passion 
Sunday 

COMMUNION 

Easter Choir 
Cantata 

6 7 

Lenten Bible 
Study Ends 

7:00 pm 
Pastor’s house 

8 Passover 
begins  

 Sparkplugs          
3-5pm 

 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  
Office Hours 

BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12-3 pm 
Choir 7:00 pm 

@ Anna 

9  
Maunday 
Thursday 

 

COMMUNION 
 

Service Times 
BUMC  

7:00 PM 

10 

Good Friday 

11 

Black 
Saturday 

12             
Easter Sunday 

Sunrise Services: 
BUMC 7:00 am 
AUMC 8:30 am-

Breakfast 
following each 

 

-Normal- 
service times 

for both AUMC 
& BUMC 

13 14 15  
Sparkplugs          

 3-5pm 
 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

 
Pastor  

Office Hours 
BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12-3 pm 

  

16  

Passover Ends 

17 18 

19  8th Sunday 
of Lent 

20 21 22   
Sparkplugs          

 3-5pm 
 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

 
Pastor  

Office Hours 
BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12-3 pm 

23 24 25 

26  9th Sunday 
of Lent 

27 28 29   
Sparkplugs          

 3-5pm 
 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

 
Pastor  

Office Hours 
BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12-3 pm 

30  

Holy Week April 5th—April 11th 

April 2020 



Anna United Methodist Church 

201 West North Street, PO Box 38 

Anna, Ohio 45302 

Phone:  937-394-4221 

 

Botkins United Methodist Church 

111 East State Street PO Box 443 

Botkins, Ohio 45306 

Phone:  937-693-2120 

Secretary / Treasurer 

Lisa Bodenmiller 

Phone:  937-935-1315 

E-mail:  bodenmillerlisa@gmail.com 

Organists:   

AUMC - Sharon Latimer 

BUMC - Erica Payne 

Custodians: 

AUMC - Jim Elsass 

BUMC - Randy Skinner 

AUMC & BUMC 

 

“The Mountain Peaks at Dawn” 

As in the early morning 
The snowy mountain peaks 

Look up to greet the dawning, 
So my heart longs and seeks 

To see thy face 
And glow with grace. 

Here like the peaks at sunrise 
My mind to thee I raise; 

Cloth me with glory likewise 
Make me to burn with praise 

In love’s attire 
Of flaming fire. 

In robes of snowy whiteness 
They greet their lord the sun; 

I too, await thy brightness, 
On winged feet I run. 
Give, now we meet, 
Communion sweet. 

www.annaumc.org 

www.botkinsumc.org 

ANNA & BOTKINS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES 

Please Join Us for a Service 

At: 

Botkins United Methodist  

Church 

Worship Service 9:00 A.M 

OR 

Anna United Methodist 

Church 

Sunday School 9:30 A.M. 

Worship Service 10:45 A.M. 

 

Pastor:  Randy Locker  

Phone:   937-726-3318  

E-mail:  

lrlocker@gmail.com 

 

Botkins UMC Lay Leader: 

Sherrill Skinner 

Phone:  937-693-6822 or 

Cell: 567-356-6418 

 

Anna UMC Co-Lay Leaders: 

Jana Pulfer 

Phone:  937– 538-8065 

Marie Carity 

Phone:  419-628-0511 


