
AUMC  & BUMC  

 A new year is always filled with hope and promise.  We look back 

at where we were in the past year and we look ahead to the year before 

us, think about what we would truly like it to be.  Will it be a year of 

plans and dreams fulfilled?  Will we once again fail to reach milestones 

we had hoped to reach?  And for the church – will we look, more or less 

like, the Disciples of Christ that we hope and profess to be. 

 I pray that as individuals, each of you will have a truly blessed 

year of realizing the dreams you have for yourself and your family.  As a 

church I invite you to be an active part of seeking to become better 

disciples.  With that in mind, I invite and encourage you to be a part of 

our service on the first Sunday of the new year – January 5th. 

 Part of the service will be our opportunity to pray for the leaders 

of our various teams.  Their task, collectively, is to lead us into becoming 

better disciples.  Attached to this newsletter you will find a list of our 

teams and their respective leaders.  Please look it over carefully and be 

in prayer for how each of these teams will best serve God within this 

church.  Talk to Pastor Randy if:  you desire to serve on one of these 

teams but your name is not there; your name shows up on a team and 

you have questions about it; you want to think about serving but would 

like more information about the teams to see where your gifts might 

best be used to serve God.  Much thought was given to putting these 

teams together based on the service cards you filled out a few months 

ago, but I do realize life constantly brings changes we may not have 

counted on. 

 I look at each of our leaders as facilitators and encouragers who 

need everyone in their teams to work together to promote their specific 

aspects of the church’s ministries.  Everyone needs to feel free to share 

ideas and encourage one another.  I would ask that all of our teams plan 

a meeting in January to discuss plans and goals for their ministry in the 

coming year.  These will then be shared with the church council so that 

the whole church body is working together. 
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 After our opening worship service on January 5th, we will 

embark on a six-week journey learning to “live with courage and 

hope in uncertain times” as the words from author and United 

Methodist pastor, Adam Hamilton, put it in his book “Unafraid.”  

Fear, Hamilton reminds us, is a complex emotion.  Sometimes it 

saves us, but more often it robs us of the life we want.  How can we 

recognize this and work to take our lives back? 

 You’d be hard-pressed to overstate the extent to which fear, 

anxiety, and worry permeate our lives today.  Fear wreaks havoc on 

our relationships and communities.  It leads us into making bad 

decisions.  It holds us back from the very pursuits that promise 

fulfillment and joy. 

 Making matters worse, not a week goes by when some new threat 

or calamity isn’t dominating the headlines.  Why are there so many 

tragedies? We wonder.  What will happen next? 

 Drawing on recent research, inspiring real-life examples, and 

fresh biblical insights, we will seek to untangle the knots we feel about 

disappointing others, failure, financial insecurities, loneliness, 

insignificance, and aging.  We will seek to prepare our hearts to deal 

with outsize perils such as terrorism, death, and the apocalypse.  We 

plan to explore sustaining spiritual practices and embrace Jesus’s 

recurring counsel: “Do not be afraid.” 

 Have you felt any of these questions and struggles in your life?  

Come and be a part of this series.  Let us, together, seek to build our 

“spiritual muscles” to be able to handle all that life throws our way.  Let 

us learn to rely on the sustaining grace of God instead of trying to face 

life’s difficulties on our own. 

Sermon Series 

Why are there 
so many 

tragedies? We 
wonder.  
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Page 2 

ANNA & BOTKINS UNITED  



January 5th   Cheryl Lightle 

January 12th  Matt Vasko 

January 19th   Brandon Lightle 

January 26th  Beth Thobe 

February 2nd  Kendyll Boyd 

February 9th  Rachel Lightle 

February 16th  Cheryl Lightle 

February 23rd  Matt Vasko 

AUMC Children’s Message Schedule 

AUMC Nursery Schedule 
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January 5th   Shirley Umstead
  

January 12th  Rachel Lightle 

January 19th   Erica Rowan 

January 26th  Zandria Platfoot 

February 2nd  Diane New 

February 9th  Shirley Umstead 

February 16th  Erica Rowan 

AUMC Children’s Church 

January 5th   Communion  

January 12th  Catherine Vasko & Lydia Vasko 

January 19th   Janice Locker & Autumn Lampert 

January 26th  Cathy Fridley & Kendyll Boyd 

February 2nd  Communion 

February 9th  Catherine Vasko & Lydia Vasko 

February 16th  Rachel  Lightle & Riley Thobe 

February 23rd  Angie Swob & Zandria Platfoot 



       Communion Servers 

January 5th Mike & Ellen Bunker   Mike & Ellen Bunker,  

January 12th Kendyll Boyd, Zandria Platfoot  Matt & Catherine Vasko 

January 19th Chuck & Cathy Fridley 

January 26th Virginia Webb, Patsy Fogt  Communion Servers 

February 2nd Ellen Boyer, David Boyer   Ellen Boyer, David Boyer 

February 9th Ed & Pat Gregg    Dan & Cheryl Lightle 

February 16th Brandon & Rachel Lightle 

February 23rd Dan & Cheryl Lightle 

January Item Is:    Paper Towels 

 

February Item Is: Sugar 

    (White, Brown, or Confec-

tioners) 

 

Or you can choose to donate whatever you want. 

AUMC Greeters Schedule 

BUMC Fish Pond Donations 

BUMC Greeters Schedule 
January 5th  Evonne Schnippel Communion Server 

January 12th  Dave Mielke 

January 19th  Rita Schnippel 

January 26th  Jon Boyd 

February 2nd  Betty Buehler  Communion Server 

February 9th  Jim Degen 

February 16th  Brooke Frilling 

February 23rd  Loren Valentine 
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January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
Josh Platfoot 
Jim & Jeanne 
Elsass 

2  

Lilah White 

3  

Connie Mielke 

4  

5  

Sharon Latimer 

6 7  

Betty Buehler 

8 9  
Dixie Gill 
Brenda 
Freistuhler 

10 11 

12 

Josh Schmerge 

13 14  

Randy & Sherrill 
Skinner 

15 Gloria 
Freistuhler 

16 17 18 Ryan Sanders 
Vanessa Platfoot 
Jamie Fridley 
Mitch Romanowski 

19 20 21  
Jane Greve 
Dave Mielke 
Clara Davis 

22  

Erica Payne 

23 24 25  

Autumn Lampert 

26 27 28 29 30 Mark & Betty 
Buehler 
Kelly & Martha 
Murphy 

31  

February 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  

Gloria Elsass 

 

2 Ruth Ann 
Carity 

3 Dustin Vasko 
Maddy Boerger 
Deb Holobaugh 

4 5 6  

Catie Milolhouse 

7  

Lily Holobaugh 

8 

9 Mike & Ellen 
Bunker 

10 11 
Rich Millhouse 
Kinley Sanders 

12 13 Jana Pulfer 
Bob 
Romanowski 

14 

Rachel Lightle 

15 

16 17 Bryan Rowan 18 19 20  

Cori Sanders 

21 22 
Cheryl Lightle 
Frank White 

23  

Lydia Vasko 

24  

Carol Cavinder 

25 26   Nan Lillard 
Madison 
Romanowski 

27  

Beth Thobe 

28 29 



January 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

New Year’s 
Day 

2 3 4  

5 2nd Sunday 

after Christmas 

 

Communion  

6  

The Epiphany 

 

7 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

8– 11 AM 

8 9 10 11 

12 1st Sunday 

after Epiphany 

The Baptism of 
Our Lord 

13  

 

14 15  Sparkplugs          

3-5pm 

Anna Youth 

Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

8– 11 AM 

 

16 17 18 

19 2nd Sunday 

after Epiphany 
20  

 

21 22  Sparkplugs          

3-5pm 

Anna Youth 

Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

8– 11 AM 

 

23 24 25 

26 3rd Sunday 

after Epiphany 
27 28 29 Sparkplugs          

3-5pm 

Anna Youth 

Group 5– 7pm 

 

30 31  

Pastor Randy & Janice in Florida January 26th—February 3rd 

Pastor Randy & Janice on Vacation 8th—11th 
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February 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  
 
February 2nd  
Groundhog's Day 

2 Presentation 

of Jesus in the 
Temple 

 

Communion  

BUMC Souper 
Bowl Sunday 

3 4 5  Sparkplugs          

3-5pm 

Anna Youth 

Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

8– 11 AM 

 

6 7 8 

9  5th Sunday 

after Epiphany 
10 

Botkins Church 
Council 
Meeting 

7:00 P.M. 

11 12    
Sparkplugs          

3-5pm 

Anna Youth 

Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

8– 11 AM 

 

13 14 

Valentine’s 
Day 

15 

16 6th Sunday 

after Epiphany 
17 

 Anna Church 
Council 
Meeting 

7:00 P.M. 

18 19   
Sparkplugs          

3-5pm 

Anna Youth 

Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

8– 11 AM 

20 21 22 

23 Last Sunday 

after Epiphany 
24 25 26    ASH 

Wedndesday 

Service at 
BUMC for 

Both Churches 
7:00 P.M. 

 

27 

 

28 29 
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Anna United Methodist Church 

201 West North Street, PO Box 38 

Anna, Ohio 45302 

Phone:  937-394-4221 

 

Botkins United Methodist Church 

111 East State Street PO Box 443 

Botkins, Ohio 45306 

Phone:  937-693-2120 

Secretary / Treasurer 

Lisa Bodenmiller 

Phone:  937-935-1315 

E-mail:  bodenmillerlisa@gmail.com 

Organists:   

AUMC - Sharon Latimer 

BUMC - Erica Payne 

Custodians: 

AUMC - Jim Elsass 

BUMC - Randy Skinner 

AUMC  & BUMC  

“Faith moves mountains, 

intelligence goes over them, 

wisdom goes around them, but love 

levels them.” 

By: Matshona Dhilwayo 

www.annaumc.org 

www.botkinsumc.org 

ANNA & BOTKINS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES 

Please Join Us for a Service 

At: 

Botkins United Methodist  

Church 

Worship Service 9:00 A.M 

OR 

Anna United Methodist 

Church 

Sunday School 9:30 A.M. 

Worship Service 10:45 A.M. 

 

Pastor:  Randy Locker  

Phone:   937-726-3318  

E-mail:  

lrlocker@gmail.com 

 

Botkins UMC Lay Leader: 

Sherrill Skinner 

Phone:  937-693-6822 or 

Cell: 567-356-6418 

 

Anna UMC Co-Lay Leaders: 

Jana Pulfer 

Phone:  937– 538-8065 

Marie Carity 


