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A Note From the Pastor....
During this most difficult and different time the church is
living through, we are looking for ways to make things a bit more
normal. Our Sunday School folks are looking into how they might SEPTEMBER—
safely put together a Children’s Christmas program. I mean, what OCTOBER 2020
is the Advent Season without our Children’s Christmas program?
Larry Gratz, our choir director, is thinking about possibly
getting the choir together in October. What would the Christmas
Season be without our annual Choral Christmas Cantata? So, choir
members, be thinking about this.
Obviously, we want to try and continue to do all we can to
keep everyone safe and healthy. But things like having our praise INSIDE THIS
team back up front leading a song during the service at Anna was EDITION
absolutely wonderful. We will continue to push on during this Sermon Serles 2
trying time, and we will continue to miss being all together, not Atime to celebrate ’
giving a second thought to giving someone a hug or a handshake.  Children’s Schedules 4

All of you should continue to do what you feel safe and AUMC&BUMCGreeter& 5
Communion Server

comfortable with as far as coming to worship or following online.  Schedules
Above all, continue to pray for your church and our world. Birthday Calendars 6

September Church Calendar 7
October Church Calendar 8

Help us to work towards Church Structure 9
a better world.
To encourage others
to do better.

And to accepf fhat changgﬁ SERVICE NOTICE
takes time. :

. If all of the pews are full when you arrive,
E ol pdiipoine oy - please wait in the aisle for help from one

Peace Christian Church UCC Of the pUSherS.
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Sermon Series

I want you to ponder a little our journey of faith through the Sunday messages I've
been sharing with you this year. We began the year seeking to be “Unafraid” because of
our faith and trust in the promises of God.
During the season of Lent, leading up to Easter, we traveled through a series
called "By His Wounds.” We considered the wounds Christ suffered on our behalf. Those
wounds happened so long ago when we weren't around to witness them, but perhaps we
began to understand human suffering — though He was fully God, Christ was fully human
and suffered every bit as much as we would have — because part way through the Lenten
season, the pandemic began. We have certainly been made witness to human suffering
through this time. I won't argue over whether this pandemic is over-blown or under- UWe looted at
blown, but the thousands who have died alone because family couldn’t be with them? thow the lheant
Well, Christ on the cross of Calvary, deserted by His disciples — knows their wounds. But  wazfens but can
praise God that by His wounds we are healed, and those who have died know full healing, often lead «s to
never to be ill again. deccocons that
After Easter and the celebration concert by the Uncalled Four, we began a journey make s happy

through the Ten Commandments, looking at them not as God's way of playing “gotcha,” n the moment
but as “Words of Life.” God's laws taught to His people so they could have the best life  duz dow 7 lead e
possible. It became a beautiful way to look at these Commandments in such a new light - penmanent
the light that was meant to shine on God's people as they lived in harmony as a happiness.
community.

Having equipped ourselves with these Words of Life, we then began a journey
down "The Path.” In this series we talked about purposefully determining our destination
— that every move we make should be a move intended to help us reach our determined
destination. We looked at how the heart matters but can often lead us to decisions that

make us happy in the moment but don't lead to permanent happiness. We talked about

Next Sunday's
service topic:

make a course correction. “What is Hell?"

being helped by others of the faith family and about recognizing when we might need to

Because [, as your pastor, feel that all of us should recognize part of that path as Come early and
listen to our

our call from God in service to Him and the faith community, I led us into the current choir practice.

series, considering God's call on our lives to the mission field. We're about half way
through this series, and hopefully you have begun to understand that God has a joint

missions for us as a community to work together on (as we have with our Love 1 More

@)
),

(

(@

Campaign) and He has an individual mission designed just for each of us, no matter what

we do for a living, if we're retired, at a young age or older.
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Colebalien 7, A Time To Celebrate

Even in this most trying of times, both of our churches have reason to celebrate the
work of the Holy Spirit through us. Many churches are struggling to stay open because of
dwindling resources due to missing many Sunday’s of worship when normal offerings would
be collected and small numbers when folks started coming back. We have been able to stay
current with our regular bills AND even give some to our Conference and District
apportionments, meaning we are still involved in the mission field. That is with much thanks
to you all! This is especially relevant since [ have been preaching through a series about our
calling to the mission field.

BUT WAIT, THERE’S MORE!!!

Anna took out a loan in 2007 to do some much-needed work to the sanctuary as well
as give our youth their own space for learning and growing in Christ. When I looked at the
original note, I saw that the amount was in excess of $400,000. Now, here we are about
thirteen years later, and we are getting close to paying the note off!

Botkins made the huge decision in 2014 that, despite being a small church, they were
going to make sure for future generations that the church would be accessible to all. That
year a $65,000 loan was taken out to add an elevator to the church. The loan was for ten
years, and now, in year six, we are close to paying it off!

That news for both churches is so exciting. It means we have been faithful stewards of
God’s House, knowing many before us made sure it was there for us, and now we are doing
the same for many to come. I'm hoping it also means that if we all keep giving the same
amount (since we have gotten used to it) that we can be even more active in the mission field.
Who knows what exciting opportunities God has in store for His faithful in Botkins and Anna.

Many of you have been faithfully giving to the building funds of the churches. Thank
you so very much for your faithfulness. Whether you have been giving regularly or not, this is
a great time for a one-time donation to speed up wiping the debt of your church out.
Remember, if you give through an envelope at church, just mark on it “building fund” and it
will be used just for that. If you are an online giver, there is a place where you can give to the
general fund, benevolent, or you can mark something else in. This where you would put
“building fund.”

Both Church Councils are looking to have these debts paid off by the end of the year.
Our faithfulness (as well as all who have given over the years) is a most wonderful gift to
present to God. This being said, I'm hoping we can have a special celebration in December to
further highlight the Christmas season. Maybe we can’t have a big carry-in dinner as we
might normally do, but we will have a “note-burning” ceremony in church during a worship
service. That way, even if you are still leery of coming to church, you can watch via Facebook.

The Councils will work to determine a date of celebration at their November Council
meetings. We will communicate that date to all.
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AUMC Children’s Message Schedule

CHILDREN'S

MESSAGE
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BOTKINS & ANNA UNITED

September 6th Rachel Lightle

September 13th Marie Carity

September 20th Kendyll Boyd

September 27 Matt Vasco

October 4th Brandon Lightle

October 11th Rachel Lightle

October 18th Marie Carity

October 25th Kendyll Boyd
AUMC Nursery Schedule

No Nursery Schedule due to Covid 19

September 6th
September 13th
September 20th
September 27th
October 4nd
October 11th
October 18th
October 25th

AUMC Children’s Church

Communion
Rachel Lightle
Janice Locker
Beth Thobe
Communion
Rachel Lightle
Janice Locker
Beth Thobe
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AUMC Greeters Schedule

**%*Pastor Randy will direct us when to begin greeting again (Social Distancing ends)

Communion Servers
September 6th Mike & Ellen Bunker Communion at our seats
September 13th  Matthew & Catherine Vasko
September 20th  Kendyll Boyd, Zandria Platfoot
September 27th Chuck & Cathy Fridley Communion Servers
October 4th Randy & Jill Boyd Communion at our seats
October 11th Eileen Boyer, David Boyer
October 18th Ed & Pat Gregg
October 25th Matthew & Catherine Vasko

BUMC Greeters Schedule

September 6th Jon & Lori Boyd Communion at our seats
September 13th Shelly Paul

September 20th Betty Buehler

September 27th Lisa Bodenmiller

October 4th Ryan & Cori Sanders Communion art our seats
October 11th Loren Valentine

October 18th Rita Schnippel

October 25th Tom Monfort

BUMC Fish Pond Donations

September Item Is:  Stick Deodorant

October Item Is: Canned Chicken

Or you can choose to donate whatever you want.

Make sure to check all canned items expiration date.
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
Beth Brown Eli Lightle Dawson VanHorn Nikki Griffith
Jared Boyd Frances Fridley
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 Bill & Kay
Drew Boyd Rrandy & Jill Boyd Emily Gill Rickey
Jamie & Lynette Mary Jo
Fridley Raberding
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
Rhonda Anderson | Jon & Lori Boyd Randy Locker Tom Monfort
Evonne Schnippel
20 21 Aaron Dunn 22 23 Chad & Beth | 24 25 26
Devon Latimer Tracy Kies Samuel Schmerge | Thobe
Doug & Aly Dan & Rita
Suvanto Schnippel
27 28 29 30
Eric & Laura Mike Bunker Jim Degen
Bodenmiller Haley White Derek Skinner

P
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 Betty Fridley 2 3
Connie Mark Buehler I';ar(;y & I_8|(sgAGratz
Wallenhorst odney lane
New
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Patsy Fogt Kendyll Boyd Lisa Bodenmiller Brent Carity
Chad Thobe Landon Frilling
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Rick & Sheri Marcella Kreg Locker Matthew Vasko
Latimer Bodenmiller Shirley Umstead
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Ayva Fogt Bruce Ailes Carole Foster
25 26 27 28 29 30 Donna Locker 31
Melissa Fogt Frank & Haley
White
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Fri Sat

Mon Tue Wed Thu

1 2

Sun

Anna Youth
Group 5- 7pm

Pastor
Office Hours
BUMC 8- 11 AM
AUMC 12 -3 PM

11 12

6 14th Sunday 9 10
after Pentecost Anna Youth .
Labor Day Group 5- 7pm Botkins
UMW Meeting
Pastor 7:00 pm Church -

Office Hours Basement

BUMC 8- 11 AM PATRIOT DAY

Communion
AUMC12 -3 PM

13 15th Sunday 14 15 16 17 18 19
after Pente- Anna Youth
Group 5- 7pm

cost
Pastor

National Grand-

parents Day Office Hours
BUMC 8- 11 AM

AUMC 12 -3 PM

24 25 26

20 16thSunday | 21 22 23
after Pentecost Anna Youth
Group 5- 7pm

Pastor
Office Hours
BUMC 8- 11 AM
AUMC12 -3 PM

27 17th Sunday 28 29 30
after Pentecost Anna Youth
Group 5- 7pm

Pastor
Office Hours
BUMC 8- 11 AM
AUMC12 -3 PM
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Sun Mon Wed Thu Fri Sat
(vfm' al) you do in Jesus'name... 1 2 3
May you be blessed today, in every way. Pastor’s
S Appreciation
( Zﬁ{mkyux Day 10/4
( jaé’ ‘
i
4 18thSunday | 5 6 7 8 9 10
after Pentecost Anna Youth
Group 5-7pm Botkins
Past UMW Meeting
Communion rastor 7:00 pm Church
Office Hours B R
BUMC 8- 11 AM asemen
AUMC 12 -3 PM
11  19thSunday | 12 13 14 15 16 17
after Pentecost Anna Youth
Group 5- 7pm
Pastor
Columbus Day Office Hours
BUMC 8- 11 AM
AUMC 12 -3 PM e
©  Children’s Sabbath 16th - 18th =
18 20th Sunday 19 20 21 22 23 24
';fte; ‘ Anna Youth
entecos Group 5- 7pm
Laity Sunday Pastor Office
Hours
Children’s BUMC 8- 11 AM
Sabbath AUMC 12 -3 PM
25 Reformation 26 27 28 AnnaYouth | 29 30 31
Sunday Group 5- 7pm
P P Reformation
Pastor Day
OfficeHours
BUMC 8- 11 AM Halloween

AUMC12-3PM
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ANNA & BOTKINS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES

Secretary / Treasurer

Lisa Bodenmiller
Phone: 937-935-1315

E-mail: bodenmillerlisa@gmail.com

Anna United Methodist Church
201 West North Street, PO Box 38
Anna, Ohio 45302

Phone: 937-394-4221

Organists:
AUMC - Sharon Latimer
BUMC - Erica Payne

Botkins United Methodist Church
111 East State Street PO Box 443
Botkins, Ohio 45306

Phone: 937-693-2120

Custodians:
AUMC - Jim Elsass
BUMC - Randy Skinner

Please Join Us for a Service

At:

I —— Botkins United Methodist
Church

www.annaumc.org
Worship Service 9:00 A.M
www.botkinsumc.org OR

Anna United Methodist
Church

Sunday School 9:30 A.M.
Worship Service 10:45 A.M.

Pastor: Randy Locker
Phone: 937-726-3318

E-mail: lrlock-
er@gmail.com

Botkins UMC Lay Leader:
Sherrill Skinner

Phone: 937-693-6822 or
Cell: 567-356-6418

Anna UMC Co-Lay Leaders:
Marie Carity
Phone: 937-417-3087




