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Autumn is upon us. The leaves are 
falling from the trees, reminding us of 
the courage and beauty of surrender 
that God calls us into. We welcome the 
new sights, sounds, and activities of the 
season! They awaken us to fresh 
possibilities and remind us of God’s 
mercies that are new to us every 

morning. The cooler, crisp air points us to God, reminding us that the Divine 
Spirit of God is our Source of warmth and comfort—a safe place to take refuge. 
There is a fresh hope emerging…the question is, “Will we notice it?” “Will we 
acknowledge it and let it seep deep within our souls?” God is in our midst and 
we are in the midst of the Spirit’s handiwork. May we be receptive…“when we 
are among the trees.” 

“When I Am Among the Trees” 
~ Mary Oliver~ 

 
When I am among the trees, 

especially the willows and the honey locust, 
equally the beech, the oaks and the pines, 

they give off such hints of gladness. 
I would almost say that they save me, and daily. 

 
I am so distant from the hope of myself, 

in which I have goodness, and discernment, 
and never hurry through the world 

but walk slowly, and bow often. 
 

Around me the trees stir in their leaves 
and call out, “Stay awhile.” 

The light flows from their branches. 
 

And they call again, “It’s simple,” they say, 
“and you too have come 

into the world to do this, to go easy, to be filled 
with light, and to shine.” 

 

Oliver, Mary. "When I Am Among the Trees." In Thirst, 4. Boston: Beacon Press, 2006. 

Continued on page 2 
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Continued from page 1 
  
 While Autumn marks the transition from Summer to Winter, we as 

the Church, will soon embark upon the first season of the liturgical year…

our Advent journey. This journey, beginning at the end of November, is all 

about waiting and preparing expectantly, as a community, for the birth and 

return of Jesus. But community is one of the things that has taken the 

hardest hits in the face of the coronavirus pandemic. Social distancing, 

while necessary, has in many ways been antithetical to the concept of 

community. We have literally been separated from virtually every aspect 

of our life—even church. The only thing that we can never be separated 

from, however, is the Divine Spirit of God. While some people continue to 

worship in-person, we remain a dispersed community of believers with 

some worshipping online and others within their own homes in a variety 

of ways.  

 In an effort to deepen our faith and community connection, our 

observation of the Advent season will be something that we not only do in-

person, but also at home every day of Advent. To do this, each family will 

receive an Advent Kit with materials included to build your own Advent 

Wreaths. After building your wreath together, you will use the letter 

included in the kit to help your family figure out how to use it consistently 

and meaningfully together. We will light the Advent Wreath each week 

during Sunday services, but we will also light them together each night in 

our own homes, as we also join in praying the same prayer together. 

 This Advent Season we will wait and prepare with intention. This 

Advent Season we will strive to put ourselves in the shoes of the Jewish 

people longing desperately for a Messiah. What do you suppose that 

desperation felt like? What does desperation feel like to you today? What if 

you had never received Jesus? That is what we will explore this Advent…

What it would be like to know that you are desperate for help, but It isn’t 

here quite yet, and yet It is promised and It is coming? Come, let us actively 

wait with expectation for the birth and coming of Jesus, together, in 

community. 
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   Greeters     Communion Servers 

 

 10/3 Eileen Boyer, David Boyer    10/3  Eileen Boyer  

 10/10 Zandria Platfood, Jill Boyd   

 10/17 Patsy Fogt, Virginia Webb 

 10/24 Matthew & Catherine Vasko 

 10/31 Ed & Pat Gregg 

 11/7 Chuck & Cathy Fridley    11/7 Cathy Fridley 

 11/14 Bob & Rhonda Anderson 

 11/21 Brandon & Rachel Lightle 

 11/28 Eileen Boyer, David Boyer 

A U M C  G R E E T E R S  &  C O M M U N I O N  S E R V E R S  

B U M C  G R E E T E R S  &  C O M M U N I O N  S E R V E R S  

   Greeters     Communion Servers 

 

 10/3 Ryan Sanders      10/3 Ryan Sanders 

 10/10 Randy Skinner     

 10/17 Brooke Frilling 

 10/24 Tom Monfort 

 10/31 Barb Dunnigan 

 

 11/7 Dave Mielke      11/7 Dave Mielke 

 11/14 Matt Frilling 

 11/21 Cori Sanders 

 11/28 Lisa Bodenmiller 

Botkins UMC Food Drive for FISH POND 

Please bring in items to clean with and cleaners, 
Toilet paper, Kleenex, paper towels 
 
 
Or you can choose to donate whatever you want. 
Make sure to check all canned items expiration date. 
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10/3  Barb Dunnigan Loyalty 
10/10  Risa Monfort  Loyalty 
10/17  Sherrill Skinner Wisdom 
10/24  Shelly Paul  Wisdom 
10/31  Barb Dunnigan Wisdom 
 
11/7  Risa Monfort  Wisdom 
11/14  Sherrill Skinner Gratitude 
11/21  Shelly Paul  Gratitude 
11/28  Barb Dunnigan Gratitude 

B U M C  C H I L D R E N ’ S   

S U N D A Y  S C H O O L  

A U M C  C H I L D R E N ’ S  

 M O M E N T S  S C H E D U L E  

10/3  Marie Carity 
10/10  Kendyll Boyd 
10/17  Pastor Jen Miller 
10/24  Rachel Lightle 
10/31  Marie Carity 
 
11/7  Matt Vasko 
11/14  Kendyll Boyd 
11/21  Pastor Jen Miller 
11/28  Rachel Lightle 

10/3  Morgan Fogt 
10/10  Aubrey Fogt 
10/17  Lilly Holobaugh 
10/24  Cole Carity 
10/31  Miya Thobe 
 
11/7  Miya Thobe 
11/14  Eli & Dawson Lightle 
11/21  Lily Holobaugh 
11/28  Miya Thobe 

A U M C  A C O L Y T E  

S C H E D U L E  

  Volunteer   Helper 
10/3  Communion  
10/10  Regular Service 
10/17  Rachel Lightle  Aubrey Swob 
10/24  Beth Thobe   Will Pulfer 
10/31  Rachel Lightle  Ruth Carity 
 
11/7  Communion 
11/14  Regular Service 
11/21  Rachel Lightle  Kelsey Swob 
11/28  Beth Thobe   Lily Holobaugh 

A U M C  C H I L D R E N ’ S  C H U R C H  S C H E D U L E  

Please submit all pictures of your 

loved ones that have passed away to 

Jill Boyd or place on the Secretary’s 

desk, we will be displaying those 

during the month of November.   

***Deadline for all photos will be 

October 24th. 

A L L  S A I N T S  D A Y  
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September 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

Jared Boyd 

2 

Beth Brown 

3 

Eli Lightle 

4 

Dawson VanHorn 

5 

Frances Fridley 

Nikki Griffith 

6 

Drew Boyd 

7 8 9 
Randy & Jill Boyd* 
Jamie & Lynette 
Firdley* 

10 

Christy Millhouse 

11 

Emily Gill 

 

12 

Bill & Kay Rickey* 

Mary Jo Raberding 

13 

Rhonda Anderson 

14 

Jon & Lori Boyd 

15 

Randy Locker 

16 17 

Tom Monfort 

Evonne Schnippel 

18 

19 20 

Devon Latimer 

21 
Doug & Aly Suvanto* 

Tracy Kies 

Aaron Dunn 

22 

Samuel Schmerge 

23 

Chad & Beth 

Thobe* 

24 25 

26 27 28 29 

Mike Bunker  

Haley White 

30 

Jim Degen 

 

D I D  Y O U  K N O W  T H E R E  A R E  2 5  B I B L E  V E R S E S  A B O U T  

V O L U N T E E R I N G  &  S E R V I N G  G O D !  

1 Hebrews 6:10    14 Isaiah 58:10 

2 Proverbs 11:25    15 2 Corinthians 9:7-9 

3 Matthew 23:11    16 Galatians 5:13-14 

4 Luke 6:38     17 Titus 3:8 

5 Mark 10:45    18 1 Thessalonians 5:15 

6 1 Peter 4:10    19 John 3:18 

7 Romans 12:9-13    20  Luke 10:1-2 

8 Galatians 6:10    21 Isaiah 6:8 

9 Luke 6:35     22 John 13:12-13 

10 Acts 20:35    23 Matthew 20:28 

11 Ephesians 2:10    24 Philippians 2:1-11 

12 Colossians 3:23-24   25 Mark 9:35 

13 Matthew 25:40 
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October 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Connie Wallenhorst 

Betty Fridley 

2  

3 
Larry & Lisa Gratz* 
Rodney & Diane New 

4 

Patsy Fogt 

5 

Kendyll Boyd 

Chad Thobe 

6 7 8 9 

Lisa Bodenmiller 

10   Darrin Ailes 

Landon Frilling 

Brent Carity 

11 

Rick & Sheri 

Latimer* 

12 13 14 

Kreg Locker 

15 16 

17 

Matt Vasko 

Shirley Umstead 

18 19 

Ayva Fogt 

20 

Bruce Ailes 

21 22 23 

Carole Foster 

24 25 

Melissa Fogt 

26 27 28 29 30     Donna Locker 

Frank & Haley 

White* 

31  

November 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3 4 5 

Dawson Lightle 

Carol Covault 

6 

Diane New 

7 8 9 

Samantha Gratz 

Jacob Pulfer 

10 11 12  Elliana Pina 
Kelcey Swob 
Aubry Swob 

13 

Sarah Neuman 

14 

Conner Romanowski 

15 

Shelly Paul 

16 

Tammy Arel 

17 18 19 

Harriet Grieve 

20 

21 

Kent Boyd 

Hadley Lindeman 

22 

Nina Boyer 

23 24 25 26 

Vickie Neuman 

27 

28 29 30  
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October 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 
Youth Group 

Retreat @ 

Platfoots Pond 

 

3   19th Sunday 

after Pentecost 

 

COMMUNION 

4 5 6    Anna Youth 

Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 

AUMC 12-3:00 

7 8 9 

10  20th Sunday 

after Pentecost 

11  
Botkin’s Council              

Meeting 

7:oo pm 

COLUMBUS 

DAY 

12 13                             

Anna Youth Group 

5– 7pm 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 

AUMC 12-3:00  

14 
BUMC 

UMW MEETING  

7:00 P.M. 

15 

 

16 

17  21st Sunday 

after Pentecost 

 

Laity Sunday 
Children’s Sabbath 

 

18 19 20  

Anna Youth 

Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 

AUMC 12-3:00  

21 22 23 

24  22nd Sunday 

after Pentecost 

 

 

25 

Charge Conference 

@ AUMC 

26 

AUMC UMW 

Alpha Center 

Meal 

27  
Anna Youth Group  

5– 7pm 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 

AUMC 12-3:00  

28 29 30 

31  23rd Sunday 

after Pentecost 

 

Halloween 

 

                                         Anna Trick or Treat is October 31st,  from 1 - 3 p.m. 

 

Children’s Sabbath Day 

15th—17th 
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November 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 

All Saints Day 

2 3 
Anna Youth Group  

5– 7pm 
Pastor  

Office Hours 
 BUMC 8– 11 AM 

AUMC 12-3:00  

4 5 6 

7  24th Sunday 

after Pentecost 

 
COMMUNION 

8 9 10 
Anna Youth Group  

5– 7pm 
Pastor  

Office Hours 
 BUMC 8– 11 AM 

AUMC 12-3:00  

11   

Veteran’s Day 

BUMC 

UMW MEETING  

7:00 P.M. 

12 13 

14  25th Sunday 

after Pentecost 
15 16 17 

Anna Youth Group  
5– 7pm 
Pastor  

Office Hours 
 BUMC 8– 11 AM 

AUMC 12-3:00  

18 19 20 

21  26th Sunday 

after Pentecost 
22 23 24 

Anna Youth Group  
5– 7pm 
Pastor  

Office Hours 
 BUMC 8– 11 AM 

AUMC 12-3:00  

25 

Thanksgiving 

Day 

26 27 

28  1ST Sunday 

of Advent 
29 30  

        There will be a Thanksgiving Eve Service on  

Wednesday the 24th at  

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church in Botkins  

at 7:30 a.m. 



Anna United Methodist Church 

201 W North Street,  

P.O. Box 38 

Anna, Ohio 45302 

Phone:  937-394-4221 

 

Botkins United Methodist Church 

111 East State Street 

P.O. Box 443 

Botkins, Ohio 45306 

Phone:  937-693-2120 

Please Join Us for a Service At: 

Botkins United Methodist  Church 

Worship Service 9:00 A.M 

  OR 

Anna United Methodist Church 

Sunday School 9:30 A.M. 

Worship Service 10:45 A.M. 

 

Pastor:  Jen Miller 

Phone:   225-747-0560 

E-mail:  pastorjenmiller@gmail.com 

 

Botkins UMC Lay Leader: 

Sherrill Skinner 

Phone:  937-693-6822 or 

Cell: 567-356-6418 

 

Anna UMC Lay Leader: 

Marie Carity 

Phone:   937-417-3087 

Secretary / Treasurer 

Lisa Bodenmiller 

Phone:  937-935-1315 

E-mail:  bodenmillerlisa@gmail.com 

 

Organists:   

AUMC - Sharon Latimer 

BUMC - Erica Payne 

 

Custodians: 

AUMC - Jim Elsass 

BUMC - Sherrill Skinner 

 

IT:  Brandon Lightle 

 

Watch Us on Facebook  

@ Anna UMC.org 

 

Botkins UMC ANNA UMC 

www.annaumc.org 

www.botkinsumc.org 
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