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 During this time of social distancing that has led to us not being all 

together, I wanted to make sure everyone was aware of, and ready to 

celebrate God’s work in the midst of our churches.  In the next few 

months, we will celebrate a special moment in the life of each church. 

 On Sunday, November 1st, the Anna Church will celebrate the 

paying off of the debt we took on in renovating our sanctuary.  That debt, 

which started in the hundreds of thousands was taken on thirteen years 

ago, so to be able to cancel that debt in this short of time is truly amazing.  

It has only happened because God has led you to be generous and due to 

the hard work of our finance folks over the years. 

 It is so fitting to have this happen on this Sunday – All Saints Day 

in the church.  It reminds us that as we are all sinners, it is through the 

grace of God that we become saints in His eyes.  The burning of this note 

of debt helps to continue the church that all the saints who have gone 

before us have helped to sustained. 

 The Botkins Church will soon be celebrating as well.  In 2014, we 

took out a loan of sixty-five thousand dollars – a huge sum for a church 

our size, but we did so because we saw the need to make our church more 

inviting to all with the addition of an elevator.  That loan, along with the 

generous donation from one of our saints, Sandy Wical, made it possible 

to accomplish this task to bless people for years to come. 

 Now, here we are, much less than the ten years the loan was taken 

out for, and we’re nearing the end.  In the next few months we will follow 

our brothers and sisters from Anna in celebrating the burning of the loan 

note. 

 To both churches, I applaud your efforts and your constant care 

for your church.  You have remembered well that the church is not about 

us.  It is about God’s work through His church.  We are caretakers who 

will pass the torch on to future generations just as others have done for 

us. May God continue to bless you in your dedicated service to Him! 
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I always enjoy the season of Advent as we prepare our hearts and minds for 

the proper celebration of the birth of Christ and what that truly means in our lives.  

We will be using our Advent wreaths with the lighting of a new candle each week.  

If you and your family would like to be a part of this – lighting our Advent candles, 

please let me know that.  I would love to get you involved in this special time in the 

life of our church. 

 Advent starts this year on November 29th.  That is the Sunday after 

Thanksgiving.  The fact that we will celebrate the Advent Season, leading up to 

Christmas might be one of the few “normal” things we do right now.  It seems like 

things have been totally abnormal ever since this virus pandemic took hold of our 

lives and the lives of people all over the world. 

 On our normal Sundays during Advent, we light a different candle each 

week.  Each candle has a special meaning.  Our message series during this time will 

focus on the meaning as it relates to this crazy time we find ourselves in this year.  

The normal order of our candle-lighting is: Hope, Peace, Joy, Love, and of course 

coming to Christmas Eve with a focus on Christ. 

 My messages during Advent will carry the same theme.  The series is 

entitled “Rediscover Christmas.”  I will begin with a message titled “Finding Hope in 

Our Uncertainties.” This will be followed by: “Finding Peace in Our Struggle.” 

“Finding Joy in Our Discouragement,” Finding Love in Our Differences,” and 

“Finding Christ in Our World.” 

 We plan to have our usual services on Christmas Eve for those who feel 

comfortable attending.  As they have been in the past, those services will be at 6:00 

P.M. at Anna and 11:00 P.M. at Botkins.  Both services will involve a candle-lighting 

ceremony as we prepare to recognize, once again, the Christ Child coming into the 

world. As John put it, “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us.” 

Sermon Series 
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Botkins UMC 

During Advent, 
Botkins UMC will be 
having the mitten, 
gloves, hats, scarves, 
etc. Tree if your would 
like to bring 
something to hang on 
the tree for those in 
need.   

There will be No 
Hospice Canisters this 
year due to Covid 
virus and the 
spreading of germs.  :( 

 

Please Remember 

to fill a shoebox for 

a child in need  this 

years goal is 100 

boxes! 

Thank you!  Thank you!  Thank you!  I can’t tell you how much your outpouring 
of love for Janice and me has meant during this Pastor Appreciation Month.  We 
will cherish the pictures you had taken of the two of us at the churches for the 
rest of our lives.  They will forever remind us of two of the most loving 

congregations and how close to God we have felt as we journeyed together 
with you on the path of faith. I want you to know that I pray for you each and 
every day that God will bless you and lead you in all the ways He wants to use 

you to build His kingdom.  Please know how much we love and appreciate you.  
May God continue to bless you as you have blessed us. 

Thank You! 
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 We have been spending some time in worship on Sunday 
mornings looking through some essential practices of our Christian 
walk.  In other words - how do we develop a closer walk with our Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ.  We started with an overview of these 
practices and then started a more in-depth look at each. 

 The first week we looked at worship and prayer, noting that 
prayer is our individual worship.  Week two saw us look at the 
importance of study – the importance of listening and paying attention.  
The last Sunday in October saw us take a deeper dive into service and 
how that practice deepens our walk with Christ. 

 Now we’re in November and will spend the Sundays leading up 
to Thanksgiving looking at the practices of giving and sharing.  To 

finish this series, we will look at “The Five Practices from the Cross.”  I 
hope you will continue this journey with us, seeking that closer walk 
with Christ yourself. 

 The church in Anna has some issues with our stained-glass 

windows that need to be addressed.  The framework around them is 

deteriorating and needs to be fixed.  Our trustees have worked 

diligently to find someone who can address these issues.  As you might 

imagine, this will cost a good deal.  As we have paid off our note for the 

sanctuary renovation, and are not really wanting to go right back in 

debt with another loan, the suggestion was made to ask all of us if we 

would consider continuing to give what we have been giving to our 

building fund in an effort to raise the necessary funds to affect the 

needed repairs.  To this end, a “Rainy Day” fund has been established 

where money for this project will be placed.  We have projected that if 

we can continue to add to that fund what we have been putting 

towards the building fund, we will be able to take care of the most 

needed repair – to the largest window on the north side of the church – 

by next spring.  Please consider marking a part of your offering to this 

fund. 

Stained Glass Windows 

Holiday Dinner 

Anna Youth 
Group is 

planning a 
Holiday Dinner - 
Drive Thru only  

Time and Date 

Details To Be 
Announced at a 

Later time 



This is just a reminder, when the sermon begins on Sunday mornings all of the doors to the church will be locked 
with the exception of the North doors at Anna and the Elevator Door at Botkins. 

Accounts you may choose to write in: 

 Rainy Day Fund - special projects - window project 2021 

 Youth Group - provides snacks & food for the group 

 Outreach Fund - mission work in the community as well as fund raisers 

As always you can still choose:  

 Current Expenses Fund - operating expenses 

 Benevolent Fund  

 Building Fund  

Church Doors on Sunday Mornings 

Anna UMC - Your Offering Envelopes 

If you would like to make a donation to a specific fund please just write the name of the fund on your offering envelope 

under Other.  We will make sure your donation gets to that fund. 
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Our children are working hard to bring us another amazing Christmas program during the Advent season.  Here is a brief 
synopsis of what this year’s story will share with us. 

 “Crazy, Busy, Peaceful, Holy Night!” focuses on a family running in every direction and potentially missing the peace of 

Christ in the midst of Christmas craziness.  Who can relate!?!? Please join us during the worship service at Anna on December 

13th at 10:45 for this year’s Children’s Christmas Pageant! 

On Sunday, December 13th, the children of the Botkins United Methodist Church will be performing a mini Christmas 

play called The Christmas Story.  In the story, a group of children explain the events of that very first Christmas through 

traditional and whimsical Christmas songs and Scriptures.  The children will be practicing during their normal Sunday School time 

and look forward to sharing their Christmas story with you.  Practices will begin on Sunday, November 8th. 

Anna Children’s Christmas Program 

Botkin’s Children’s Christmas Program 



November 1st   Matt Vasko 

November 8th   Brandon Lightle 

November 15th Rachel Lightle 

November 23rd Marie Cairty 

November 30th Kendyll Boyd 

December 6th  Matt Vasko 

December 13th Cheryl Lightle 

December 20th Rachel Lightle 

December 27th Marie Carity 

AUMC Children’s Message Schedule 

AUMC Nursery Schedule 
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No Nursery Schedule due to Covid 19 

AUMC Children’s Church 

November 1st   Communion  

November 8th  Rachel Lightle 

November 15th  Janice Locker 

November 23rd Beth Thobe 

November 30th Rachel Lightle 

December 6th  Communion 

December 13th Rachel Lightle 

December 20th Janice Locker 

December 27th Beth Thobe 



  

       Communion Servers 

November 1st Bob & Rhonda Anderson  Communion at our seats 

November 8th Kendyll Boyd & Zandria Platfoot   

November 15th Brandon & Rachel Lightle 

November 22nd Dan & Cheryl Lightle   Communion Servers 

November 29th Mike & Ellen Bunker   Communion at our seats 

December 6th Chuck & Cathy Fridley 

December 13th Patsy Fogt & Virginia Web 

December 20th Randy & Jill Boyd 

December 27th Kendyll Boyd & Zandria Platfoot 

November Item Is:  Canned Beef 

December Item Is: Toothpaste 

     

 

Or you can choose to donate whatever you want. 

Make sure to check all canned items expiration date. 

AUMC Greeters Schedule 

BUMC Fish Pond Donations 

BUMC Greeters Schedule 
November 1st  Dave & Connie Mielke Communion at our seats 

November 8th  Matt Frilling 

November 15th  Laura Bodenmiller 

November 22nd  Randy Skinner 

November 29  Emily Gill 

December 6th  Jerry & Carol Vaughan Communion art our seats 

December 13th  Janice Locker 

December 20th  Shelly Paul 

December 27th   Betty Buehler 
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***Pastor Randy will direct us when to begin greeting again (Social Distancing ends)



December 2020 

November 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 

 

2 3 4 5  
Carol Covault  
Dawson Lightle 

6 

Diane New 

7 
Betty Buehler 

8 9  Penny Seyer 

Jacob Pulfer 
Samantha Gratz 

10 11 12     Elliana Pina 
Kelcey Swob 
Aubry Swob 

13 14  
 Conner 
Romanowski 

15 
Tammy Arel 
Shelly Paul 

16 17 18 19 

Harriet Grieve 

20 21  

Kent Boyd 
Hadley Lindeman 

22 

Nina Boyer 

23 24 25 26 
Vicki Neuman 

27 28 

29 30  

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

Dawson Swob 

3  
Pat Gregg 
Jeanne Elsass 

4 5  
Logan Bunker 
 

 

6     

Sarah Holobaugh 
 

7 8 9  
Wayne Copeland 

Rodney Swob 

10 

Ruth Howell 

11 12 

13 
Randy Skinner 

14  

Roger & Beth 
Brown 

15 16 17  

Mason Platfoot 

18 

Charles Wesley 

19 

20  

Bill & Carole 
Foster 

21 

Diana Copeland 
Emily & Jacob 

22 23  Ruth Weber 

Brian & Erica 
Rowan 

Laura Bodenmiller 

24 25  

 Jesus 

26 

27  
Larry Gratz 
Brandon Lightle 

28 29 30 31  
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November 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 22nd Sun-
day after 
Pentecost 

 

COMMUNION 

2 3 4 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  
Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12 - 3 PM 

5 6 7 

8 23rd Sunday 

after Pentecost 

 

9 10 11  Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  
Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12 - 3 PM 

 
Veteran’s Day 

12 13 14 

15  24th Sunday 

after Pentecost 
16 17 18 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  
Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12 - 3 PM 

19 20 21 

22 Reign of Christ 23 24 25   

Pastor  
Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12 - 3 PM 

26 

Thanksgiving 

27 28 

29 1st Sunday of 

Advent 

30  

November 1st 

National Bible Week November 22 –28 
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December 2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2  

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  
Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12 - 3 PM 

3 4 5 

6 2nd Sunday of 

Advent 

COMMUNION 

7 8 9 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  
Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12 - 3 PM 

10 11 12 

13 3rd Sunday of 

Advent 

Children’s 
Christmas 
Programs 

14 15 16 

Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  
Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12 - 3 PM 

17 18 19 

20 4th Sunday of 

Advent  
21 22 23 

Pastor  
Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12 - 3 PM 

24 

Christmas Eve 

Services 
Anna - 6:00 pm 
Botkins-11:00 

pm 

25 

Christmas Day 

26 

27 5th Sunday of 

Advent 
28 29 30 

Pastor  
Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12 - 3 PM 

31 

Watch Night 

 



Anna United Methodist Church 

201 West North Street, PO Box 38 

Anna, Ohio 45302 

Phone:  937-394-4221 

 

Botkins United Methodist Church 

111 East State Street PO Box 443 

Botkins, Ohio 45306 

Phone:  937-693-2120 

Secretary / Treasurer 

Lisa Bodenmiller 

Phone:  937-935-1315 

E-mail:  bodenmillerlisa@gmail.com 

Organists:   

AUMC - Sharon Latimer 

BUMC - Erica Payne 

Custodians: 

AUMC - Jim Elsass 

BUMC - Randy Skinner 

BUSINESS NAME 

www.annaumc.org 

www.botkinsumc.org 

ANNA & BOTKINS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES 

Please Join Us for a Service 

At: 

Botkins United Methodist  

Church 

Worship Service 9:00 A.M 

OR 

Anna United Methodist 

Church 

Sunday School 9:30 A.M. 

Worship Service 10:45 A.M. 

 

Pastor:  Randy Locker  

Phone:   937-726-3318  

E-mail:  lrlock-

er@gmail.com 

 

Botkins UMC Lay Leader: 

Sherrill Skinner 

Phone:  937-693-6822 or 

Cell: 567-356-6418 

 

Anna UMC Co-Lay Leaders: 

Marie Carity 

Phone:   937-417-3087 


