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CURRENT SERMON SERIES

Jesus Christ met and talked with various groups of people for forty
days after His resurrection. It was a time of setting the stage for the coming
of the Holy Spirit and the “sending out” of His disciples. We operate today in
that same mode of being sent to make disciples. It's been over two thousand
years since the resurrection, and some things never change. People still want
to know Jesus. Our world today is filled with people who know Him
intimately, know about Him, aren’t sure they really know Him, have never
heard of Him, or don’t care to try to know Him. We all fall somewhere within
that wide range.

[ thought it might be time for us to also spend a forty day period of
seeking the One who seeks us. That is the reason for the current series: “In
Pursuit of Jesus: Who He Is and Why It Matters.” We began on April 18t after
hearing about the mission work of Doug and Kathy McClain, whom we have
been supporting.

We are focusing on the questions Jesus Himself asked His disciples -
“Who do the people say that [ am?” And, “Who do you say that I am?” In-
between those two questions are people who are confused, skeptical, and just
plain antagonistic. We have to personally get past the confusion, skepticism,
and antagonism before we can respond for ourselves who Jesus is to each one
of us.

Then we will deal with our answer to the question, “Who do you say
that I am?” This will finish our series of soul-searching and will end
(appropriately enough) on May 234 - Pentecost. I say appropriately enough
because if we truly know who Jesus is - who He longs to be in our hearts - we
should be ready for the power of the Holy Spirit to come upon us and direct
us just as the Holy Spirit did to the disciples on that first Pentecost.
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EMMAUS WALKS

The Walk to Emmaus is a weekend of spiritual renewal, designed to in-
spire people to go back to their own church and become more active in the minis-
try of that church. We have had people from both churches over the years who
have attended a Walk and done just that. Locally, the walks are held at Sidney
First United Methodist Church, though it is a non-denomination activity.

Due to the pandemic, there has not been a Walk held in Sidney for over a
year. With cases going down and vaccines soon to be enough for all, the Emmaus
Board has decided to hold Walks this summer. There will be a women’s Walk in
July, from the 15t to the 18t - as usual, from a Thursday night to Sunday night. A
men’s Walk will be held from August 5t through the 8th,

Those attending will be at the church the entire time. All meals are taken
care of; sleeping arrangements made; and showers are available at the church.
The weekend is a time of food, fellowship, and fun. There are fifteen talks to lis-
ten to and discuss with others at the table people are assigned to. Ten of the talks

are given by lay people and five are given by clergy, centering on God’s grace.

If you are seeking a deeper relationship with God; if you are feeling like
God is calling you into action in some way; if you are feeling led to more service
in your church and as a spiritual leader in your home - I would highly encourage
you to learn more about the Walk to Emmaus and hopefully attend one yourself
in the future. Please feel free to talk with Pastor Randy if you would like to know
more.

GRADUATION DAYS

Graduation for Botkins High School is Sunday afternoon, May 23rd. Anna
High School has their graduation day set for the afternoon of May 30t. As your
pastor, I would like to recognize any high school graduates we might have. If
you are aware of any, please let me know so I can prepare for that.

[ plan to use May 30t as the Sunday morning that I will recognize
graduates. For high school graduates as well as any college graduates, I always
like to have them come forward, receive a gift from their church family, and
share briefly with us their future plans. Graduates and family members, please
make every effort to be in church on that day. If circumstances prevent you
from being in church then, please let me know so I can make alternative plans.
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CHAIR & TABLE POLICY

The Anna Trustees are instituting a new policy in terms of borrowing chairs
and/or tables from the church. This refers to those that are kept in the garage. There
is a calendar on the bulletin board at the secretary’s station that you can check first.
Anyone wishing to borrow chairs or tables should check there first to see if anyone
else has already made a request. Then you can sign your name and what you desire to
borrow on the day you plan to get them or use them. Then, contact one of the trustees
(see our bulletin board in the Gathering Place for an updated list), and they will meet
you at the garage to unlock for you. Arrange with them, also, returning those things.

As far as use of the fellowship hall, you can also refer to the calendar. You can
also check with the pastor on availability. He can check the calendar when he is at the
church and put your name on the calendar. There is no charge for this for church
members. Please make sure it is as clean as you found it to help our custodian.

Botkins members can use a similar method if you need a space for a get-together.

SUMMER ACTIVITIES

May is the month of recognizing those graduating from high school or col-
lege. If you know of someone in our churches who will be a graduate this year,
please let Pastor Randy know. We want to make plans to recognize you for your
educational efforts.

The youth group doesn’t meet regularly in the summer, but we always en-
courage our youth to attend Tar Hollow Church Camp. Tar Hollow was not held
last year due to the pandemic, but works are underway to hopefully get back to
holding it this summer. The plan would be for it to run from Monday, July 12t to
Saturday, the 17th, We are hoping the state will soon reopen the state parks so
our plans can move ahead. Stay tuned, and we will keep you informed. If you
have junior high or high school are kids, we highly encourage them all to attend.
The church will provide some assistance with the fee.

If you have younger children from kindergarten to fifth grade, we are in
the planning stages of getting back to hosting Vacation Bible School. We are plan-
ning to hold it in June, but the definite dates have not yet been established. We

will keep you informed.
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WALL DECORATIONS

Every year, during the Advent and Christmas season, our churches look
absolutely amazing due to the hard work of our decorating teams. Then, Christ-
mas is over, and we have a lot of blank walls to look at. Recently, [ mentioned this
to our team at Anna, and the co-chair of that team decided she and her husband
would purchase some banners to add a little color to our walls. We have included
a picture to give you and idea of what we’re talking about. The banners they chose
are very colorful and include a great scripture verse - John 3:16.

Having wall decorations like this not only liven up the church to any new-
comers, catching their eyes right away, but they are a way of having our kids grow
up in their church learning scripture from special verses they see on display every
Sunday. I would like to encourage you to add to this. You could put something up
as a family, as a share group, as a team in the church, families or couples going to-
gether, however you'd like.

You can talk to Pastor Randy for suggestions. The website “Outreach.com”
is where the new banners came from. That is also the place where the churches
got their canvas artwork that changes periodically. If you find another source,
please feel free to share it with your church family. We would love to see our

church walls be ablaze with color and scripture!
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BBO CARRY OUT DINNERS

WHEN-During Botkins Village Garage Sales

WHEREBehind Botkins United Methodist Church
111 East State Street Botkins, Ohio 45306

7ime: 10:002.m.— Sold Out teach day)

hes - Hot Dogs « Cole Slaw *
MENU - BBO Samlwn: ':;ater e

s

BUMC GARAGE SALE & LUNCH STAND

The Botkins United Methodist Church will be holding their annual Garage Sale on May 7th - 8th at Jerry
& Carol Vaughan'’s garage in Botkins. The BUMC lunch stand will be in the church parking lot behind

the Methodist Church. Please stop in for lunch or browse the garage sale.
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Sun

2
Andy Boyd

16
Gabe Griffith

23 David Boyer
Zac Griffith

Randy Boyd

30

Sun

13

20 Annabelle Frilling
Dan Lightle
Jim Elsass

27

Dave & Connie
Mielke*

Ben Wallenhorst
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Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
|
Dilyn Stettler
3 4 5 6 Joe Schnippel 7 8
Mike Bunker Marie Cairty
Riley Thobe
10 11 12 13 14 15
Georgia Platfoot Loren Valentine
17 18 19 20 21 22
Ed Gregg
Ed & Pat Gregg *
24 25 26 27 28 Erik Fogt 29
Linda Cartwright Selena Boyd Randy & Janice ) )
Andrew Gill Locker * Eric & Erica Payne*
31
Risa Monfort
. .
a’P? * : e ) .
n rSr JUNE 202 I g\/;);d’l‘.:j;}f_y_
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5
Chuck Fridley Melannie Hennon Erica Gregg
Brooke Frilling Zoey Griffith
7 8 9 Carol Vaughan 10 11 12
Matt & Karen Janice Locker Deb Friestuhler
Matt Frilling Romanowski* Barb Dunnigan
Ryan & Cori Sanders*
14 15 16 17 18 19
Josh Boyd Karin Romanowski Andrew Millhouse Myia Thobe
Kya Skinner
21 22 23 24 25 26
Carl & Shirley Carl Umstead Aubrey Fogt
Umstead* Adam Boyd
28 29 30
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

2 sth Sunday of
Easter
Communion

5
Anna Youth
Group 5- 7pm
Pastor

Office Hours
BUMC 8- 11 AM
AUMC 12-3:00 PM

9 6th Sunday of

Easter

Mother’s Day

10

11

12
Anna Youth
Group 5- 7pm
Pastor

Office Hours
BUMC 8- 11 AM
AUMC 12-3:00 PM

13

14

15

16 7th Sunday of

Easter

17

18

19
Anna Youth
Group 5- 7pm
Pastor

Office Hours
BUMC 8- 11 AM
AUMC 12-3:00 PM

20

21

22

23 Pentecost
Sunday

Botkins
Graduation

24

25

26
Anna Youth
Group 5- 7pm
Pastor

Office Hours
BUMC 8- 11 AM
AUMC 12-3:00 PM

27

28

29

30 Trinity Sunday

Anna Graduation

31
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June 2021

Mon Tue Wed Thu
4 5

1 2
Anna Youth
Group 5~ 7pm
Pastor
Office Hours

BUMC 8- 11 AM
AUMC 12-3:00 PM

Fri Sat

Sun

11 12

6 2nd Sunday after 8 Anna Youth 10
Pentecost GI'OUp 5- 7pm
Pastor
Communion Office Hours
BUMC 8- 11 AM

AUMC 12-3:00 PM

Vacation

13 3rd Sunday after 14 15 16 17

Pentecost Anna YOUth

Group 5~ 7pm

Pastor

Office Hours
BUMC 8- 11 AM

AUMC 12-3:00 PM
Anna Homecoming

23 24

20 4th Sunday after 21 22
Pentecost Anna Youth
Group 5- 7pm

Father’s Day
ation June 21st -July 1st _,3 i

— Pastor Randy & Janice on Vac

|
27 sth Sunday after 28 29 30
Anna Youth
Group 5- 7pm

Pentecost

P

.




Anna United Methodist Church
201 W North Street,

P.O. Box 38

Anna, Ohio 45302

Phone: 937-394-4221

Botkins United Methodist Church
111 East State Street

P.O. Box 443

Botkins, Ohio 45306

Phone: 937-693-2120

Secretary / Treasurer

Lisa Bodenmiller

Phone: 937-935-1315

E-mail: bodenmillerlisa@gmail.com

Organists:
AUMC - Sharon Latimer
BUMC - Erica Payne

Custodians:

AUMC - Jim Elsass
BUMC - Randy Skinner
IT: Brandon Lightle

Watch Us on Facebook
@ Anna UMC.org

Botking UMEC
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www.annaumc.org

www.botkinsumc.org
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Please Join Us for a
Service At:

Botkins United Methodist

Church

Worship Service 9:00 A.M
OR

Anna United Methodist
Church

Sunday School 9:30 A.M.
Worship Service 10:45
A.M.

Pastor: Randy Locker
Phone: 937-726-3318
E-mail:
Irlocker@gmail.com

Botkins UMC Lay Leader:
Sherrill Skinner

Phone: 937-693-6822 or
Cell: 567-356-6418

Anna UMC Lay Leader:
Marie Carity
Phone: 937-417-3087

ANNA ume



