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LENTEN SERIES CONTINUED

) o«

Our Lenten series of messages, based on Jesus’ “Sermon on the Mount,”
continues as we move towards celebrating another Easter. What a celebration that
will be! Remember, last year we were not even able to be in church on Easter, so we

have even more reason to celebrate what God continues to bring us through.

The messages expand on several key points of ministry that Jesus highlights in
the fifth through seventh chapters of Matthew's Gospel. We began on Ash
Wednesday by talking about the Beatitudes. The Sunday messages continue to share
Jesus’ thoughts about who we are to be as His followers. Consider the following key

verses that form the foundation for our sharing:

“You are the salt of the earth.”  “You are the light of the world.” (from 5:13-16)

” o«

“And when you pray, do not be like the hypocrites...” “When you fast, do not

look somber as the hypocrites do...” (from 6:5-18)
“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life...” (from 6:25-34)
“Do not judge, or you too will be judged...” (from 7:1-5)

“Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into

practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock....” (from 7:25-27)
“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find...” (from 7:7-8)

“So in everything, do to others what you would have them do to you...” From
7:12)
“...store up for yourselves treasures in heaven...” (from 6:19-20)

These are all such familiar passages of scripture, but they have no
| meaning for our lives unless we seek to make them a part of our lives.
That is the message Jesus was trying to convey to the people listening on

the hillside that day and to us today.
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LENTEN SERIES CONTINUED

Continued from page 1

Lent is always a time that reminds us of Jesus being led by the Spirit into
the wilderness for forty days. He went without food or water for that time so

that His total focus could be on His ministry to come. Perhaps, instead of

focusing on giving something up, as is often done during this season, we
should focus on making these verses and their challenge to our lives become a
deep part of who we are. That is, if we are truly serious about wanting to be

disciples of Jesus Christ?

BAPTISM OF ALANNA DANIELLE GIBSON
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Home from Maryland Austin & Kathy (Latimer) Gibson wanted their daughter Alanna Danielle, to be
baptized in their home church on Valentines Day (2/14/21).
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WE WILL MAKE IT THROUGH

Corona virus! Covid-19! Are you getting tired of all of this yet? I know I
am. ButIlook at how God has been with us throughout this past year, and I can’t

help but praise and thank Him for being a strong presence with us.

Consider these things: We had to stop having in-person worship in mid-
March of last year, but not long before that, we had begun experimenting with
live-streaming our service on Facebook. We already had this in place and we
were able to simply upgrade our camera and continue service for about two
months as you shared from the protection and safety of your homes. Two
months of not being together might prove challenging in terms of paying bills
and continuing any kind of ministry because people naturally forget to make the
effort of getting their offering to God to the church if they are not there on any
given Sunday. Yet, both churches have been able to not only pay monthly bills
but continue to meet apportionments so that we continue in ministry through
the work of the United Methodist Church. Not only that - but Anna was able to
pay off the loan for the sanctuary remodel earlier than the set time, and Botkins
will soon pay off the loan for their elevator - also earlier than the set time. God
has also used this time of streaming the worship service to reach people who

don’t normally even go to church.

[ say all of these things - remind you of things you already know - to say,
“Keep on running the race; do not get discouraged; we will get through this
together!”

Like so many of you, I am tired of always having to think about wearing a
mask. [ miss not being able to go out to a movie or visiting family or taking a
vacation. But, just the other day a third vaccine was approved. Healing of all will

only start to move faster. We simply have to stay strong.

Mostly, I miss having everyone together in church. I miss being able to
give a hug or a handshake. As I said at the very beginning of this, everyone has
their own feelings. Some think this is totally overblown. Some are very afraid.
Some simply choose not to wear a mask. Some really have difficulty breathing
with a mask on. We have the choice to blame, accuse, and hate those who don’t

feel like we do, or we can choose to love - especially those who don't feel as we do.
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The AUMC

Youth Group
are planning to serve
dinner at AGAPE and
they are also planning
a service project to
help out the
community.



Page 4

’ A
This Lent, UMHEF invites you on a
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Lent is an important time in the Christian calendar when we can prepare our hearts and spirits for Jesus.
As Easter approaches, we draw nearer to the cross where He paid the ultimate sacrifice. The guide below
offers ideas for focus and preparation each week of Lent. Use the calendar on the back of this page to
plan what you'll do each week We hope you are able to center your heart and mind on God each day and
become new in Christ this Lenten season.

FAST. Fasting doesn't just mean going without food. It's easy to fill our lives with obligations,
relationships, or mindless routines that can distract us from focusing on Jesus. Choose something
to give up during the next four days and dedicate that time or money to glonfy God.

PRAY. Prayer is God's invitation into conversation. It's our way to be thankful, bring our needs and
desires to God, and offer up prayers on behalf of others. Use this week to read and pray the Lord's
Prayer, then create your own prayer you can use throughout Lent

SERVE The COVID-19 pandemic has impacted many traditional ways you can serve others in your
community. But we know God continues to command us to care for “the least of these” This week,
consider the special gifts and talents God has given you. How can you creatively serve your famiby,
neighbors, or co-workers?

THAMK. More than an expression, thankfulness is an attitude through which we can live out God's
blessings in our lives. Each day this week, thank someone in your life who has shown you God's
goodness in some way. How can you show God's goodness to others around you?

ATH GIVE Because we believe that "everything comes from you, and we have given you only what
L VNS comes from your hand” this week, find ways to give. Some ideas include collecting everyone's
IN LENT change at the end of the day, selling a homemade product, hosting a (virtual) game night, or use
March 14 your creativity to think of something that meets a need you see around you!

REALECT. Living a full life requires change and adaptation. We've all experienced a lot
of that within the past year! Durning this week, reflect on this season of Lent so far.
What have you leamed about God? Yourself? Others? How do you feel as Easter and
Jesus' ultimate sacrifice draw near?

ﬁ/’ WORSHP. palm Sunday ushers in the last days before Easter. This week, seek out

Q}\_‘_ in-person or virtual worship opportunities to expenence the fullness of this important
season in the life of the Church. Praise God for this time of fasting, prayer, giving,

t:::‘_ thankfulness, service, and reflection.
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Use this Lenten calendar to plan things you can do as we journey to the cross of Easter.

May God bless you during this important season.

Methodist Lenten Calendar

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday Friday Saturday
17 February |18 19 20
ASH Wednesday
21 1st Sunday of |22 23 24 25 26 27
Lent
28 2nd Sunday of | | March 2 3 4 5 6
Lent
7 3rd Sunday of |8 9 10 1 12 13
Lent
14 4th Sunday of | I5 16 17 18 19 20
Lent
21 5th Sunday of |22 23 24 25 26 27
Lent
28 Palm Sunday |29 Holy Week 30 Holy Week 31 Holy Week Apr" I 2 3
Pty Good Friday
Thursday
4 Easter United
Methodist
Courtesy of Higher
UMHEF.org Education

800-811-8110

Foundation
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AUMC GREETERS SCHEDULE
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BUMC CHILDREN’S SUNDAY SCHOOL

March 7th Mike & Ellen Bunker March 7th Risa Monfort  Deilgence - Matthew 28:19
March 14th Patsy Fogt, Virginia Webb March 14th Sherrill Skinner

March 21st Bob & Rhonda Anderson March 21st Shelly Paul

March 28th Kendyll Boyd, Zandria Platfoot March 28th Barb Dunnigan

April 4th Bob & Rhonda Anderson April 4th Janice Locker  Kindness - Luke 10:27
April 11th Ed & Pat Gregg April 11th Risa Monfort

April 18th Patsy Fogt & Virginia Webb April 18th Sherrill Skinner

April 25th Matt & Catherine Vasko April 25th Shelly Paul

AUMC CHILDREN’S
MESSAGE SCHEDULE

AUMC CHILDREN’S CHURCH

March 7th  Cheryl Lightle March 7th Communion

March 14th Rachel Lightle March 14th Rachel Lightle

March 21st Marie Carity March 21st Janice Locker/Ruth Carity
March 28th Kendyll Boyd March 28th Beth Thobe/Will Pulfer

April 4th  Matt Vasko April 4th Communion

April 11th  Cheryl Lightle April 11th  Rachel Lightle/Lily Holobaugh
April 18th Rachel Lightle April 18th  Janice Locker

April 25th  Marie Carity April 26th  Beth Thobe/Ruth Cairty

BUMC CHILDREN’S MINISTRY

BUMC Food Drive for FISH POND The children’s ministry at Botkins will be focusing on the Bible
for the 2021 year. Lessons have been planned that will familiarize the
children with the basics including the divisions (Old and New, Books,
chapters, verses) and finding a passage using reference information.
Children will learn about a new character trait each month by study-
ing stories from Bible which show the character trait. Children will
also learn a new Bible verse each month which goes along with the
character trait. These Bible verses will be presented using a video
from YouTube. The videos use song and motions for the kids to fol-
low along with, which make it easier for them to memorize the verse.

The team is also planning to have Bible Sunday in the spring
when children will be given their own Bible from the church.

March Item Is: Flour
April Item Is: Cereal

Or you can choose to donate whatever
you want.

Make sure to
check all canned
items expiration
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_ 4 March 2021 n rSm:
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Rodney New Jerry & Carol Eric Bodenmiller
Matt Romanowski | Vaughan Trinity Romanowski
7 8 9 Mike Neuman 10 11 12 13
Hailey Lutz Kay Rickey
Rebekah Neuman
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Joe & Evonne
Lois Nagel Schnippel Bill Rickey
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
Chuck & Cathy Bill Foster
Fridley Evan Bodenmiller
28 29 30 31
Carl Cartwright Jon Boyd
Marvin Weber
April 2021 | a‘P‘P )
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2 3
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Logan Romanowki | Mike & Vickie Liam Bodenmiller
Kathleen Freeman | Neuman Doug Suvanto
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
Jacob Payne Lisa Gratz
Bob Anderson Catherine Vasko
18 19 20 21 AlySuvanto |22 23 24
Sherrill Skinner Cathy Fridley Ellen Bunker Jerry Vaughan Lori Boyd
Matt & Brooke Joe Welker
Frilling
25 26 27 28 29 30
Rich & Christy Steve & Sharon Sheri Latimer
Milhouse Latimer
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March 2021

Sunday Monday Tueday Wednesday Thursday Friday

Saturday

3
Anna Youth
Group 5- 7pm
Pastor
Office Hours
BUMC 8- 11 AM
AUMC 12-3:00 PM

4

7 3rdSundayin
Lent

10
Anna Youth
Group 5~ 7pm
Pastor
Office Hours
BUMC 8- 11 AM
AUMC 12-3:00 PM

11

12

13

14 4th Sunday in
Lent

15

BUMC Council
Meeting
7 pm

16

17
Anna Youth
Group 5- 7pm
Pastor
Office Hours
BUMC 8- 11 AM
AUMC 12-3:00 PM

18

19

20

21 sth Sunday
in Lent

22

AUMC Council
Meeting
7 pm

23

24
Anna Youth
Group 5- 7pm
Pastor
Office Hours
BUMC 8- 11 AM
AUMC 12-3:00 PM

25

26

27

28 6th Sunday in
Lent

Passion / Palm
Sunday

29

30

31
Anna Youth
Group 5- 7pm
Pastor
Office Hours
BUMC 8- 11 AM
AUMC 12-3:00 PM

HOLY Week March 28th - April 3rd
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April 2021

Sunday

4

Easter Sunday

Monday

He is

'%l:i‘el/l//

Death could not

hold him.

Rejoice in the

resurrection of

Jesus Christ.

Tuesday

Wednesday Thursday

Maunday
Thursday
Service @
AUMC 7:00
PM
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Friday
2

Good Friday

Saturday

7
Anna Youth
Group 5~ 7pm
Pastor
Office Hours
BUMC 8- 11 AM
AUMC 12-3:00 PM

10

11 2nd Sunday of
Easter

12

BUMC Council

13

Meeting
7 pm

14
Anna Youth
Group 5- 7pm
Pastor
Office Hours
BUMC 8- 11 AM
AUMC 12-3:00 PM

15

16

17

18 3rd Sunday of
Easter

19

AUMC Council

20

Meeting
7 pm

21
Anna Youth
Group 5- 7pm
Pastor

Office Hours
BUMC 8- 11 AM
AUMC 12-3:00 PM

22

23

24

25 4th Sunday of
Easter

26

27

28
Anna Youth
Group 5~ 7pm
Pastor
Office Hours
BUMC 8- 11 AM
AUMC 12-3:00 PM

29

30




Anna United Methodist Church
201 W North Street,

P.O. Box 38

Anna, Ohio 45302

Phone: 937-394-4221

Botkins United Methodist Church
111 East State Street

P.O. Box 443

Botkins, Ohio 45306

Phone: 937-693-2120

Secretary / Treasurer

Lisa Bodenmiller

Phone: 937-935-1315

E-mail: bodenmillerlisa@gmail.com

Organists:
AUMC - Sharon Latimer
BUMC - Erica Payne

Custodians:

AUMC - Jim Elsass
BUMC - Randy Skinner
IT: Brandon Lightle

Watch Us on Facebook
@ Anna UMC.org

Botking UMEC

[ BOTKINS & ANNA UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES ]

www.annaumc.org

www.botkinsumc.org
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Please Join Us for a
Service At:

Botkins United Methodist

Church

Worship Service 9:00 A.M
OR

Anna United Methodist
Church

Sunday School 9:30 A.M.
Worship Service 10:45
A.M.

Pastor: Randy Locker
Phone: 937-726-3318
E-mail:
Irlocker@gmail.com

Botkins UMC Lay Leader:
Sherrill Skinner

Phone: 937-693-6822 or
Cell: 567-356-6418

Anna UMC Lay Leader:
Marie Carity
Phone: 937-417-3087

ANNA ume



