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 Knowing God should be our life’s greatest pursuit!  Do you agree?  

Do you feel you know God well, a little bit, or not at all?  With these 

questions, I invite you into the new year of 2021 with a sermon series that 

will dive into these questions. 

 We will begin on the first Sunday of the new year, January 3rd, 

talking about the nature and character of God.  I will soon have the 

message titles posted on our church websites to give you and idea of 

where we will be seeking to travel.  The series I am going to embark on 

has a short video component that will be posted on our Right Now Media 

site.  If you are not yet connected to that site, please let me know, so I can 

help get you set up.  I think it will be very beneficial in our pursuit to 

know God better. 

 We talk about the Trinity – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

We know much of the Son from the New Testament Gospels and Letters.  

Even thought the Three are One, there are distinct characteristics of each.  

So let’s get to know the Father in a little deeper, personal way.  I hope, 

later in the year, to lead us through a series seeking to know the Holy 

Spirit in that same deeper, more personal way. 



 In case there are times when you wonder if you are making a difference in the 

world for God, I thought I would share part of a communication I received from the 

United Methodist Children’s Home Family Services. During this different and difficult 

year, they write: 

 

“Sustaining us during this time is the knowledge that when the dust settles, God 

will still be here.  Jesus will still be here.  The Holy Spirit will still be here.  And while 

the celebration of the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ gives us hope, our faith will 

sustain us through even the toughest of times. 

At UMCH Family Services, we are keeping God alive by restoring hope to 

thousands of children and families through our adoption, foster care and counselling 

programs.  Your gifts have reduced – and in many cases prevented – the chance of 

tragedies striking more than 1,300 Ohio families.  

We thank God that during this unprecedented world-wide emergency, these 

children are valued members of caring, stable families.  Through your gifts you have 

given them a family and the chance to learn, grow and develop into productive 

citizens of our community.  Every one of these children is a success story, a child who 

will not be abused or neglected. 

The stresses of this pandemic strike especially hard on those families that are 

already struggling with the challenges of mental illness, child abuse and neglect.  Your 

gift at this time is even more important, no matter the size. 

Please accept my sincere personal thanks for your generous gifts to the 

vulnerable children of Ohio. As you consider your blessings while celebrating 

Christmas, please help keep God alive for the children facing the challenges of mental 

illness, child abuse and neglect.  With best wishes, Sean Reilly, Executive Director.” 

 

This is a reminder to us all that the little bit we give each fifth Sunday of a month 

results in benefits that are impossible to calculate in the lives of the children this 

organization serves.  I hope and pray that as we continue this ministry in 2021, you 

will remember what a difference you make.  Say an extra prayer for these children 

and their families as you move throughout this year. 
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 Ash Wednesday, which marks the beginning of the Lenten Season is on 

February 17th in 2021.  This is an annual season of preparation – a time of 

preparing our hearts and minds for receiving God’s gift of salvation with the 

sacrificial act of Jesus Christ upon the cross, followed by the joyous celebration of 

His victory over death when we reach Easter morning.  

 We will, hopefully, be able to hold our regular Ash Wednesday service this 

year.  It is planned for that Wednesday night at the Botkins Church at 7:00 P.M.  It 

will begin a Lenten journey focusing on the Sermon on the Mount.  If you have 

ever spent time, beginning in the fifth chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, reading and 

thinking through everything Jesus shared during His message there, you know 

how very much is there about how we were intended to live life by the God who 

made us.  Coming off of a series on getting to know God better, perhaps the 

messages from the Sermon on the Mount will have an even deeper meaning to us 

in our lives, so I would invite you to travel with us on this Lenten journey. 

L E N T E N  S E R I E S  
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Throughout this newsletter you will see photos from both Anna & Botkins UMC 

children’s Christmas Programs.  We are so proud of our kids and the fantastic 

performances they gave.  Great job!   Thank You to all of the parents for allowing 

their children to participate this year and to all of our volunteers, teachers and 

helpers.   

C H I L D R E N ’ S  C H I R S T M A S  P R O G R A M S  

Jacob Payne 
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Kinley Sanders & Evan Bodenmiller 

Landon Sanders & Landon Frilling Nixon Gill & Evan Bodenmiller 

Jacob & Piper Payne 

Left to Right: 

                     Annabelle Frilling, Elliana Gill 

Christmas Gifts for 

families in need at 

BUMC and AUMC.   

Great Job to all who 

donated! 



 

C H I L D R E N ’ S  C H R I S T M A S  P R O G R A M  

AUMC Food 

Drive Donations 
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Eli & Dawson Lightle 
Miya Thobe & Dawson Swob 

Left to Right: 

Cole Carity & Jene Stettler 
Back row left:   Morgan Fogt 

Back row right: Ayva Fogt 

Front row: Aubrey Fogt 



BUMC Food Drive for FISH POND 

January  Item Is:  Paper Towels 
February  Item Is: Sugar (white, brown or confectioners) 
 
Or you can choose to donate whatever you want. 
Make sure to check all canned 
items expiration date. 
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Left to Right: 

Miya Thobe & Aubrey Fogt 

Left to Right: 

Annabelle Frilling, Elliana Gill & Kinley Sanders 

Above Left to Right: 

Elliana Gill, Kinley Sanders, Evan Bodenmiller, Jacob Payne, Piper Payne, 

Landon Sanders, Landon Frilling 

 

Left to Right: 

Three Wise Men 

Larry Gratz 

Mike Bunker 

Mark Pulfer 
 

Food Boxes donated for 

Needy families in Anna 
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     February 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 
 

2 

Ruth Ann Carity 
3  Dustin Vasko 

Maddy Boeger 

Deb Holobaugh 
Massie Romanowski 

4 5 6  
Catie Milhouse 

7 

Lily Holobaugh 
8 9 

Mike & Ellen 

Bunker* 

10 11 
Kinley Sanders 

Rich Milhouse 

12 13 

Jana Pulfer 

Bob Romanowski 

14 
Janell Welker 

Rachel Lightle 

15 16 17 
Bryon Rowan 

18 19 20 
Cori Sanders 

21 22 

Cheryl Lightle 

Frank White 

23 

Lydia Vasko 
24 
Carol Cavinder 

25 26 
Nan Lillard 

Madison 

Romanowski 

27 
Beth Thobe 

28                                 

                                  * Asterisk  represents Anniversary 

January 2021 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 
Josh Platfoot 
Jim & Jeanne Elsass* 

2 
Lilah White 

 

3 
Connie Mielke 
 

4 5 
Sharon Latimer 

6 
Kelly Deppen 

7  
 Betty Buehler 

8 9 
Dixie Gill 
Brenda Freistuhler 

10 11 12 
Josh Schmerge 

13 14 
Randy & Sherrill 
Skinner* 

15   
Gloria Freistuhler 

16 

17 18 Jamie Fridley 
Ryan Sanders 
Vanessa Platfoot 

19 20 21 
Dave Mielke 
Jane Grieve 

22 
Erica Payne 

23 

24 25 
Autumn Lampert 

26 27 28 29 30  Mark & Betty 
Buehler* 
Kelly & Martha 
Murray* 

31  

                                   * Asterisk  represents Anniversary 



January 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1  
New Years Day 

2 

3 Epiphany 

Sunday 

 

 

COMMUNION 

4 5 6 
Anna Youth Group 

5– 7pm 

 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 

AUMC 12-3:00 PM 

 
 

7 8 9 

10 1st Sunday 
after 
Epiphany 

  Baptism of the 
Lord 

11 12 13  Anna Youth 

Group 5– 7pm 
 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12-3:00 PM 

14 
 

15 16 

17 2nd  Sunday 

after Epiphany 

  

18 19 20 Anna Youth 

Group 5– 7pm 
 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12-3:00 PM 

  

21 22 23 

24  3rd Sunday 

after Epiphany 

25 26 27   Anna Youth 

Group 5– 7pm 
 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12-3:00 PM 

28 29 30 

31  4th Sunday 

after Epiphany 

 

  Week of Prayer for Christian Unity January 18 – 25 

Page 8 
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February 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 1 2 3  Anna Youth 

Group 5– 7pm 
 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12-3:00 PM 

4 5 6 

7 5th Sunday 
after 
Epiphany 

 

COMMUNION 

8 9 10   Anna Youth 

Group 5– 7pm 
 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12-3:00 PM 

11 12 13 

14 6th Sunday 
after 
Epiphany 

Transfiguation 
Sunday 

15 

Presidents Day 

16 17              
Pastor  

Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12-3:00 PM 

 

 

Ash Wednesday 

Service 7:00 pm  

at  BUMC 

18 19 20 

21  1st Sunday of 

Lent 

22 23 24  Anna Youth 

Group 5– 7pm 
 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 
AUMC 12-3:00 PM 

25 26 27 

28  2nd Sunday 

of  Lent 

 



Anna United Methodist Church 

201 W North Street,  

P.O. Box 38 

Anna, Ohio 45302 

Phone:  937-394-4221 

 

Botkins United Methodist Church 

111 East State Street 

P.O. Box 443 

Botkins, Ohio 45306 

Phone:  937-693-2120 

Please Join Us for a 

Service At: 

Botkins United Methodist  

Church 

Worship Service 9:00 A.M 

OR 

Anna United Methodist 

Church 

Sunday School 9:30 A.M. 

Worship Service 10:45 

A.M. 

 

Pastor:  Randy Locker  

Phone:   937-726-3318  

E-mail:  

lrlocker@gmail.com 

 

Botkins UMC Lay Leader: 

Sherrill Skinner 

Phone:  937-693-6822 or 

Cell: 567-356-6418 

 

Anna UMC Lay Leader: 

Marie Carity 

Phone:   937-417-3087 

Secretary / Treasurer 

Lisa Bodenmiller 

Phone:  937-935-1315 

E-mail:  bodenmillerlisa@gmail.com 

 

Organists:   

AUMC - Sharon Latimer 

BUMC - Erica Payne 

 

Custodians: 

AUMC - Jim Elsass 

BUMC - Randy Skinner 

 

IT:  Brandon Lightle 

 

Watch Us on Facebook  

@ Anna UMC.org 

 

Botkins UMC ANNA UMC 

www.annaumc.org 

www.botkinsumc.org 
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