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 The Advent season is upon us! What is Advent, you may ask? Advent is a 

season on the church calendar that is characterized by waiting and preparing—

waiting and preparing for the arrival of Christ. Strange, right? Christ was already 

born on Earth. He lived and He died. So, why in the world should we spend time 

waiting and preparing for something that has already happened? There are several 

reasons. First, Christ has already been born, but we hold on to the promise that 

Christ will come again. So, part of Advent is waiting and preparing for Christ’s 

second coming. But secondly, what if Christ…what if the Messiah had not yet been 

born on Earth? Considering questions like this, can both deepen and stretch, our 

faith. They can also help us more closely identify with what the authors of our 

scriptures might have been feeling and thinking when they were writing. So, this 

Advent season we wait and prepare for the Christ to come again, but we also 

consider what it would be like to still be waiting for the original birth of Christ. 

 This Advent Season we will intentionally strive to put ourselves in the shoes 

of the Jewish people who were longing desperately for a Messiah. What do you 

suppose that longing felt like? What do you suppose that desperation felt like? What 

does longing and desperation feel like to you today? What if you had yet to receive 

Jesus in your life? That is what we will explore this Advent…What it would be like 

to know that you are desperate for help, but It isn’t here quite yet, and yet It is 

promised and It is coming? So I invite you to come and actively wait with 

expectation for the birth and second coming  

What three things were the Jewish 
people longing for before Christ was 
born? 
_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

What three things are you desperately 
longing for in your life right now? 

 
_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________

_______________________________
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Pictured left to right:  Risa Monfort, Laura Bodenmiller, Betty Buehler, Evonne Schnippel, Sarah 
Braun, Shelly Paul, front row: Liam Bodenmiller.  
 
 On November 14, 2021 Botkins United Methodist Church welcomed new member Shelly 
Paul to our Church Family.   Shelly has been attending church with us for several years now and 
has chosen to call our church her home.  We are so pleased Shelly brings with her such a warm 
personality and Shelly is a volunteer as a Sunday School Teacher. 
 

Through confirmation, and through the reaffirmation of our faith, we renew the covenant 
declared at our baptism, acknowledge what God is doing for us and affirm our commitment to 
Christ’s holy Church. 
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 On November 14, 2021 Anna United Methodist 

Church welcomed new members Josh & Tracy Platfoot.  

Tracy has been attending Anna UMC for several years and  

many of their children/young adults are volunteers and 

participate on the Praise Team and other teams.   Tracy 

has served on many of our Leadership Teams and has 

been a volunteer for VBS.  Tracy is currently working 

with our children for the Christmas program this year. 

Josh & Tracy are also  very busy managing and operating 

their family business 6S Products.  They graciously 

welcomed the Anna & Botkins churches to use their 

property for this years Church Picnic.   We are very 

pleased to welcome Josh and Tracy to our church family. 

The Children’s 

Christmas 

program will be 

December 19th 

at AUMC. 
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   Greeters     Communion Servers 

 

 12/5  Randy & Kendyll Boyd   Cathy Fridley 

 12/12  Mike & Ellen Bunker 

 12/19  Jill & Josh Boyd  

 12/26  Patsy Fogt & Virgina Webb 

A U M C  G R E E T E R S  &  C O M M U N I O N  S E R V E R S  

B U M C  G R E E T E R S  &  C O M M U N I O N  S E R V E R S  

 Greeters       Communion Servers 

 

 12/5 Carol Vaughan      12/5  Carol Vaughan 

 12/12  Emily Gill 

 12/19 Deb Rife 

 12/26 Shelly Paul 

Botkins UMC Food Drive for FISH POND 

Please bring in items to clean with and cleaners, 
Toilet paper, Kleenex, paper towels 
 
Or you can choose to donate whatever you want. 
Make sure to check all canned items expiration date. 

 

Botkins UMC Candlelight Service 

December 24th at  11:oo pm 

All are welcome to join us! 

Anna UMC Christmas Eve Service  

December 24 6:00 p.m.  

All are welcome to join us! 
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12/5 Risa Monfort Gratitude 
12/12 Sherrill Skinner Honesty 
12/19 Shelly Paull Honesty 
12/26 Barb  Dunnigan Honesty 

B U M C  C H I L D R E N ’ S   

S U N D A Y  S C H O O L  
A U M C  C H I L D R E N ’ S  

 M O M E N T S  S C H E D U L E  

12/5   Marie Carity 
12/12 Kendyll Boyd 
12/19 Matt Vasko 
12/26 Marie Carity 

12/5 Dawson Swob 
12/12 Cole Carity 
12/19 Lily Holobaugh 
12/26 Kelcey Swob 

A U M C  A C O L Y T E  

S C H E D U L E  

  Volunteer   Helper 
12/5  Communion  
12/12  Regular Service 
12/19  Rachel Lightle  Aubrey Swob 
12/26  Beth Thobe   Ruth Carity 

A U M C  C H I L D R E N ’ S  C H U R C H  S C H E D U L E  

Family in need Christmas gifts due December 12th. 

Candy Canisters for Hospice due on December 6th. 

Clothing Tree - hats, gloves, mittens, socks, any other small clothing for the Alpha Center due December 19th. 

B O T K I N S  U M C  H E L P I N G  T H O S E  I N  N E E D   
P R O J E C T S  D E A D L I N E S  

A N N A  U M C  G I V I N G  B A C K  P R O J E C T S   
Angel Tree— TBD 

Assist Anna School - 10 Baskets of Food  
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December 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 

Dawson Swob 

3 

Pat Gregg 

Jeanne Elsass 

4  

5 6 

Sarah Holobaugh 

7 8 9 

Rodney Swob 

Wayne Copeland 

10 

 

11 

12 13 

Randy Skinner 

 

14 

Mitch & Tammy 

Romanowski 

Roger & Beth 

Brown 

15 16 17 

Mason Platfoot 

18 

Charles 

Wesley 

19 20 

Bill & Carole Foster 

21 

Diana Copeland 

22 23 

Laura Bodenmiller 

Ruth Weber 

Brian & Erica   

Rowan 

24 25 

Jesus 

26 27 

Brandon Lightle 

Larry Gratz 

Rob & Susan  

Egbert 

28 29 30 31  
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December 2021 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1  Anna Youth 
Group 5– 7pm 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 

AUMC 12-3:00 PM 

2 3 4  

5  2nd Sunday of 

Advent 

 

COMMUNION 

6 7 8   

Anna Youth Group 

5– 7pm 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 

AUMC 12-3:00 PM 

9 10 11 

12  3rd  Sunday 

of Advent 

13 14 15 

Anna Youth Group 

5– 7pm 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 

AUMC 12-3:00 PM 

16 17 18 

19  4th Sunday 

of Advent 

Children’s Program 

Youth Italian 

Dinner 11 am - 

1:00 pm 

20 21 22 

Anna Youth Group 

5– 7pm 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 

AUMC 12-3:00 PM 

23 24 

Christmas 

Eve  

25 

Christmas Day 

26  5th  Sunday 

of Advent 

27 28 29 

Anna Youth Group 

5– 7pm 

Pastor  

Office Hours 

 BUMC 8– 11 AM 

AUMC 12-3:00 PM 

30 31  

AUMC  Youth Group Lock In Weekend 



Anna United Methodist Church 

201 W North Street,  

P.O. Box 38 

Anna, Ohio 45302 

Phone:  937-394-4221 

 

Botkins United Methodist Church 

111 East State Street 

P.O. Box 443 

Botkins, Ohio 45306 

Phone:  937-693-2120 

Please Join Us for a Service At: 

Botkins United Methodist  Church 

Worship Service 9:00 A.M 

  OR 

Anna United Methodist Church 

Sunday School 9:30 A.M. 

Worship Service 10:45 A.M. 

 

Pastor:  Jen Miller 

Phone:   225-747-0560 

E-mail:  pastorjenmiller@gmail.com 

 

Botkins UMC Lay Leader: 

Sherrill Skinner 

Phone:  937-693-6822 or 

Cell: 567-356-6418 

 

Anna UMC Lay Leader: 

Marie Carity 

Phone:   937-417-3087 

Secretary / Treasurer 

Lisa Bodenmiller 

Phone:  937-935-1315 

E-mail:  bodenmillerlisa@gmail.com 

 

Organists:   

AUMC - Sharon Latimer 

BUMC - Erica Payne 

 

Custodians: 

AUMC - Jim Elsass 

BUMC - Sherrill Skinner 

 

IT:  Brandon Lightle 

 

Watch Us on Facebook  

@ Anna UMC.org 

 

Botkins UMC ANNA UMC 

www.annaumc.org 

www.botkinsumc.org 
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