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Thanks for Caring

ANNA & BOTKINS UNITED
METHODIST CHURCHES
AUMC & BUMC

A Note From the Pastor….
Please make plans now to be with us in church on May 24th!

I say that in all hope that nothing changes drastically between now
and then.

Our leader, Bishop Palmer, has been monitoring the

situation closely as well as staying in touch with the plans laid out for
our state by Governor Mike DeWine. Because our normal church
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gatherings for Sunday worship are normally greater than just ten
people, this is the day the Bishop, in consultation with the state, has
set as the day we can gather once again for corporate worship. I miss
you all greatly and I am already looking forward to that day with

great anticipation.
Wouldn’t it be absolutely wonderful to come to church that
day and find the church fuller than it’s ever been? I know people
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some think about where they are in their relationship with God.
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have been watching our services streamed on Facebook who don’t
normally attend church. I am certain that this pandemic has made

that day. Let’s have an amazing celebration! Think about and pray

about those you might know who aren’t part of a church family.
Invite God to lay on your heart those He would like you to invite.

Right Now Media
Just a reminder, if you haven’t accepted my invitation to “Right Now
Media” please do so. Many of you have already logged on and are
participating in the Bible Study I am hosting and enjoying the
benefits offered to our churches. Please contact Pastor Randy if you
need assistance.

Corona Virus
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Sermon Series
I truly hope those of you who have been able to stay up with our current sermon series –
“Words of Life: Looking at the Ten Commandments Through the Eyes of Jesus” – have been led to
look at the Commandments in a new way. As I have said a few times already, while many grew
up thinking of them as ‘rules meant to catch us doing wrong and bring punishment’ I am trying to
make it clear that the God who loves us so much (John 3:16) wants the best possible life for us.
With this as a main focus, the Ten Commandments were established as guidelines and guardrails
meant to help us realize that best possible life.
Sunday, May 3rd, brings us to the third Commandment to not misuse the name of God.
Many of you might have been brought up like I was where this Commandment simply meant
“Don’t take the name of the Lord in vain.” While this is correct, there is so much more to it.
We pray, “Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.” Do we truly understand
what this means, or are they just words that we have memorized? You see, to truly hallow His
name, we must show a life lived from the center of this hallowing – a life that says by our very
actions that we live what we say.
Many Christians who come to the church later in life rather than being raised in the
church, become part of a church because they knew someone who lived a life that showed this
respect and awe of God in the way they talked and in the way they lived their life. Most come
because they were personally invited by a Christian they knew to be authentic – one who lived
the life I have just described. And this means in every aspect of life. These are not the kind of
people who talk one way and live one way in church on Sunday morning, and then you don’t
recognize as a Christian the rest of the week.
Let’s be honest, everyone has their share of struggles in seeking to live as a Christian in all
aspects of daily living. We are human and thus prone to failure and mistakes. I would encourage
us all to examine our lives, seeking to identify areas where we fall short of doing what Jesus told
us to do – to be the light of the world. Then, take steps to try and better yourself. Those of you
who are big Facebook users, let me suggest you start there.
It is difficult to say something negative to a person’s face, but it seems much easier to type
up something negative against a person or a group of people and post it on Facebook. And think
about those posts you start skimming that talk about a political party you feel connected to, so
you automatically repost and share it. I have to believe some people have done this without
really reading the whole article because, as a Christian, I would not expect anything so hateful to
continued on page 3
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Sermon Series continued
have been shared. Hear me carefully! I have never tried to get anyone in our churches to
support or not support any candidate or political party, and I never will. Also, I have absolutely
no problem with those who want to talk about their political affiliation in terms of supporting a
party or candidate because of their stance on certain issues you agree with. But when you post
or share something that is hateful towards another person or political party – that is not who
we are called to be as followers of Jesus Christ!
I shared earlier about the kind of true Christian who is able to lead others to the church
– to the Body of Christ. Conversely, there are many people in this world who say they don’t
want anything to do with the church – with Christianity because they have witnessed some socalled Christians acting in a very unchristian way. Let me end with this thought for you to
ponder: do you want to be the light that leads people to Jesus or do you want to be the darkness
that prevents others from ever knowing how much God loves them?

Vacation Bible School 2020
This is one of the saddest announcements I have ever had to make, we will not be holding our
annual Vacation Bible School this summer. With everything that has had to take place because of the
corona virus pandemic, we feel it best to give our children the summer to make sure our area of the
world is as safe as it can be when the children are ready to start a new school year.
Many people may not realize how much preparation goes into the planning and
implementation of our VBS program. We usually start a little planning after one year’s VBS has
finished, but really kick into planning mode after the first of the year to give all of our people who
head up the various stations ample time to prepare and plan for all the decorating they will do to
make VBS as exciting as possible. Obviously, we have not even had the time to be able to gather to
talk about our plans, so in addition to the children’s health concerns it would have been a real
hardship asking these wonderful volunteers to try and do justice to VBS in a short period of time.
We will pray for our children and their health. I ask you to lift those wonderful volunteers in
your prayers as they are extremely disappointed they are not able to share with the children this
summer. We will all miss the fun and excitement that VBS always is for our churches. We are
planning to do some brainstorming about a ‘one day of excitement’ we might put together this fall
where we would invite all who normally are a part of our VBS. Stay tuned for further information as
we get closer to that time, hoping we find the health of our world in much better shape at that time.

May 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

* Anniversary

Fri

Sat

1
Dillyn Stettler

2
Andy Boyd

3

4

5 Mike Bunker

6 Joe Schnipple
Marie Carity
Riley Thobe

7

8

9

10
Tom & Rita
Baumer*

11
Georgia Platfoot

12

13

14
Loren Valentine

15

16
Gabe Griffith

17
Ed Gregg

18

19

20

21

22
Ed & Pat Gregg

23 David Boyer
Zac Griffith
Randy Boyd

24
Linda Cartwright

25
Selena Boyd
Andrew Gill

26

27

28 Erik Fogt
Randy & Janice
Locker *

29
Eric & Erica
Payne*

30

31
Risa Monfort

June 2020
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1
Chuck Fridley
Brooke Frilling

2

3

4

5
Erica Gregg
Zoey Griffith

6

7
Matt Frilling

8

9 Matt & Karin

10
Janice Locker

11
Barbara
Dunnigan

12
Deb Freistuhler

13

14

15
Josh Boyd
Tom Baumer

16
Kya Skinner

17

18
Myia Thobe

19

Andrew Millhouse

20 Jim Elsass
Dan Lightle
Annabelle Frilling

21
Carl & Shirley
Umstead*

22

23
Carl Umstead
Adam Boyd

24

25

26
Aubrey Fogt

27

28

29
Dave & Connie
Mielke*

30
Ben Wallenhorst

Romanowski*
Ryan & Cori Sanders*
Carol Vaughan
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May 2020
Sun

3 3rd week aft
Easter

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

4

5

6

7

8

9

11

12

13

14

15

16

18

19

20

21

22

23

25

26

27

28

29

30

No Live Church
On-Line only

10

4th week
aft Easter
No Live Church
On-Line only

Mother’s Day

17

5th week
aft Easter
No Live Church
On-Line only

24 6th week aft
Easter

Tentative Date
to Return to
Church

31 Pentecost

Anna
UMC Council
Brief Meeting
7:00 pm
Sanctuary

Pastor
Office Hours
BUMC 8– 11 AM
AUMC 12-3 pm
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June 2020
Sun

Mon
1

Tue
2

Wed
3

Thu

Fri

Sat

4

5

6

11

12

13

18

19

20

25

26

27

Pastor
Office Hours
BUMC 8– 11 AM
AUMC 12-3 pm

7 Oridinary
Time

8

9

10
Pastor
Office Hours
BUMC 8– 11 AM
AUMC 12-3 pm

14

Oridinary
Time

15

16

17
Pastor
Office Hours
BUMC 8– 11 AM
AUMC 12-3 pm

21 Oridinary
Time

22

23

24
Pastor
Office Hours
BUMC 8– 11 AM

Father’s
Day
28

Oridinary
Time

AUMC 12-3 pm

29

30

AUMC & BUMC

ANNA & BOTKINS UNITED METHODIST CHURCHES
Secretary / Treasurer
Anna United Methodist Church
201 West North Street, PO Box 38
Anna, Ohio 45302
Phone: 937-394-4221

Lisa Bodenmiller
Phone: 937-935-1315
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111 East State Street PO Box 443
Botkins, Ohio 45306
Phone: 937-693-2120

AUMC - Sharon Latimer
BUMC - Erica Payne
Custodians:
AUMC - Jim Elsass

www.annaumc.org

BUMC - Randy Skinner

www.botkinsumc.org

Please Join Us for a Service
At:
Botkins United Methodist
Church

Coronavirus – covid-19 – whatever you want to call it. This is certainly
caused the strangest of times for our churches. Outside of a Sunday off
for a rare winter weather calamity, we’ve never been in such a situation
where we couldn’t meet every Sunday to worship together. Sunday, May
3rd, will be our eighth Sunday in a row of not gathering together, and we
will miss being together on May 10th and 17th as well, returning to
collective worship on May 24th, and that is if all goes well between now
and then.
I’m sure we will all remember March, April, and May of 2020 in
much the same way many of us older folks still remember the blizzard of
January 1978. But this will loom larger in our collective memory. Things
will probably never be exactly the same as they were before this virus
pandemic broke out, but we’ll take that as a good thing. It means we will
not take our health for granted. It means we will be more careful in
social gatherings. It means we will wash our hands more often and see
the use of masks and hand sanitizers as a more normal part of life.
But we in the church know that God has always been in control.
An unknowing and unbelieving world will say such things as, “Why
would God allow this to happen? Or, “God is punishing us.” We know
that God never causes bad to happen; never just allows bad to harm his
children or to have free reign; never use such a terrible thing to punish.
Terrible things like disease are in this world because of sin…period!
As we look back on this time, let us reflect on how God kept us
together. It was only shortly before this happened that we had the
capability to stream our services. With great help from Brandon Lightle,
we have gotten better at this, and we have been able to reach even
people who don’t normally attend church. Brings to mind once again
Romans 8:28 – that God can and will use anything, even terrible things
like this disease, to bring about some good for those who love Him and
are called according to His purpose.

Worship Service 9:00 A.M
OR
Anna United Methodist
Church
Sunday School 9:30 A.M.
Worship Service 10:45 A.M.
Pastor: Randy Locker
Phone: 937-726-3318
E-mail: lrlocker@gmail.com
Botkins UMC Lay Leader:
Sherrill Skinner
Phone: 937-693-6822 or
Cell:

567-356-6418

Anna UMC Co-Lay Leaders:
Jana Pulfer
Phone: 937– 538-8065
Marie Carity
Phone: 419-628-0511

